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THE Cracltiesexercts'd of late on the . Pcoteftants ih France, do appexr {@ 


2. 1: to.aH, who hare not divefted therhſclues of Humanity; that gt 
v »& wonder, the Authars of them, nie their ntmaſt»endeavbrs th what! 

| ' they. caufios Gneedl. Were not-this worſe than barbarous nfagey yore oi 
of along edtrivance, 4 man; might jor :Chazity's ſaite,, Glippols this their palliativg ity 


0 be an acknowtaigment of ther own diſpleafure atit, ; However, their-bokindfeigin- 
exctiſable, wha ſhalt endeavour to,impaſ} on the Wortd in matters known, not by Gz- 
zert3.and News-letters, but-by.an infinite number of Fugitives of ail Conditions, who! 
have nathing/left but: Tears and[Miſcries to bring atang with-chery into Forreign va 
tions 'T's certainly tos barbarons to opprets innocent-pcopte in-their wn Conmueryy 
bait afterwards ra ftifie. their complaints 10 other placts where-thoy are-driven 4nd b* 
thismicans deprive chem of 4 compaſhon which the dare-inftiftr-of  Nacoce ever re. 
faſe to the miterable. Yer this is the courſe out Derfecaters of: Friny hav? hddopahein 
Cruelty muft be attended with Lnpoſteres,: thic che mulctiets which” they have ute 
may paſs undiſcovered. ; ! '/ - nn? hed 282 -2 41T 
_ I think weſſhould be muckto-altmett weſufteritherto goon in this ſecond dthgn,,nu 
they, have Jane iu the firſt; 'dpd >therefore! we: hall -chodie! forme printipal inſtances, 
whereon we ſhall maka fuch refiections;7a5 thereby t6 judge with greater evidento.audy 
exXxtnets an thE wholeproctdingai Auth avwe, halt mnobthingo but7 wiat-ſha)l try 
perfettly rite, lo-we ſhe}ladvrance nothing in our reflettions, but whirt att tatwockls 
of reaſantble people wilbatiow..; ' : -; ve f [ {+ 216 1740 512 3ot 
To begm with matters of |'Fact-: There's no bedy but knows; that a while aftes His 
preſent Mayeſty chiFrarve me twthei Crown, there: acoſe in.the' Kingdow aCirda 
War ,whichiprovedifo harp and deſycrateJ]as — the State witfitinan: tairkartddr 
nfuttecguuic:: Karate knowns that Inthe wiift.of al, theſotwubles,/thofgEdhes 
RefongdiiRcligibn kept thew Loyz!ty:an do inviolable a; manner and atte:wiis! iewdtts 
ſuck a zcaf and cxtraotthicary-fervoury that the King, - ihoiſÞt#{obtiged (þ vis 
publick marks of it, by a Declaration mace at St. Germaizinawtht yravh 


acd! a rt/eflimthe: Fietd, each ftroye to prochits knideft rheide (ers. of the Reibr- 
miſts4; teen,ydtorher-har (cif readity acrnowiedged,þ that 
the/vratt : | kevken by vl; 6ur” ewll hardy btebebiriod; 


what artnowes ſhamſel ves.o0. hdrottimes toldkas) 1n which the1t 
con ſhrewdiy:tontrmed, that-this was pronidy, rich priocitultiabib owft efferatalengſe 
af- or mount, and ob alt themikbiets, whe 'werhive ftre: finffcrcrd! Budgiioty were 
uſed texenveham all thele-mporignt Service the Kings and/ his Miniftegrimials, he 
peralieg "them, wa if tte this! occatipn, ibis party xcouldxonf-rve the Stavey this 
ſhescd/ they/@uld fikewifraterthrow it, fhould thoy have ranked themW®yor adth# 
tier fide 4 amtonght ſtill do-itz) wheh inch. alike occaton;fhovit offer ir [6 » T1398 


etirmlacaI 


zacrefore this party» that be ſunprefiett; 20d: the good they have dot no tager yours 
xted but as an indicatioof the miſchieſpwhici they may one dav be capable of ASih a 
I tris PDiabobral.ceafoning,, which $47ders CY from ſervinm tivir [1 15, tooavors 
T 2 
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drawing 


' 


e353 

drawing 6n Themſelves cYaftiſcments, inſtead of recom was relifh's as a piece of 
dneg Pally, Foc alogwns Kiagdzen was in Peace, the delign._was 
vanced ying the Reformiſts ; and the better to make them comprehend that 
their had ruined them, the Citzes which had ſhewed moft of it,. were firft begun 
with: iytt prevences, they fell dn RocBol, Afonraubean, 20d Mien ;, 
three 'Towns,where of the Reformed Religion, had-moſt ſignalizedthemſelves for 
the interefts ofthe Court, Aeorke? naderveat an infiaite humber of preſtriptions, Mor.- 
tauban and Millen were ſackt by the Soldiers. But theſe being but particular ftroaks and 

wn eer preludes, which decided nothing, they tarried not long before they made 2 
tic greet and Machins, they were to uſe in the carrying on of heir inf 
&gn to'the faſt extremity. "Twill be aclifficult matter togive an cxalt account ofÞ! 
font 4 For hever roms rn produced _ Cy > names vc: A 
droug}! new ones for twenty years together. To take only notice © IE: 
the 5 which were, Firſt, Law Suits w Coutts of Juſtice, Secondly; 'Deprivations 
oh alb-kirids of Qffices and Tiploys; and in/general,of all ways of ſubſiſrarce. Thirdly, 
The mfraction of Elitts, under the notion of Explications of them. 'Fourthly, New 
kaws ant Orders, Fifthty, Jaggles and amafing Trice.  Sixthly, The anitnatcing of 
nog: theta with bacred us. - Theſe are! the moſt In 
INES(I8;.8 e periecuters haveemployed-to attain their ends, daring ſeveral years; 
May,rturing ſeveral years;, for what they detigned, being no eafic thatter they necticd 
therefore time, feorder their Engiaksy, not to rake tiotive of their Traverfes and Interz 
riptions by forrgign Wars; yet whoſe fuccefs have hot alittle comributed'to encreaſe 


r 
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ye confirm rhem inthe defiga which they had againft os. © 


The firft of theſe means has had an infiniteextent. We ſhould begin with the. reci- 


| tal of ali the Condeinnations of Churches, er fupprethons of excerciſes of Religion, 1nd 


altthe dther vexations which have m_ by the cftabliſhing of Commiſſaries; this 
vasa faate dextereu(ly os 1 ely after the Treaty of the Pirenies;the King under 
prettote pf repairing the Edit of Aleets, ſent thetn" i the Provinces. - The Roman Ca- 
thhbak was cyery where his Majefties Incendant 5 who was beſure a fit man 
for the purpoſe, armed with the Royal Authority, and who was well inftrufted in the fe» 
aret ain; - The other, waseither ſane hungry Officer, a Slave tothe 'Court, or ſome 
Abor Gontlaman, who had uſually neither imeNigenceTequiſite in thefe fort of affairs, 
DIY Ep ma The Clergy had ſet therh up; He was their 
andlaticy Spirit. The Syndicks were received defore them as formal parties in alt our 
he Dxfrls ofcke Coma 


were givenin their name, the proſecutions allo; and as wcll 
Cemmiſſanes, as the Appeals from rheir Ordinances, muſt be finally 
for the exercifes of Relig 'bu- 
—_——_ 


the 


the feng party; coul@ufurp ay thing therera 4 and extend its limits beyond what 
drejong'd t6 them. But there were other defigtts irr hand than the providing, againft the 
nm rh ahd therefore by this order, the greateſt part of the Churches - cited 
bor the jecſtifying of their righes, ſaw themſebres ſoon condemned one after another, by 
Decrees of Co:imc't, how good and fifficient ſbever their Titles and Defence; were. Scarce- 
paſs tn Week, where theſe kind of Necrees were fiot made ;, and if x hapned: that 
mogeſty of the Judges ſaved any of them, by the peat cyideace of theic right, as. 
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Oe Far of drawing the fo-- 
ne apt out; 


Ter mthS hae'h et and not proceeded to fa- 

_ and oven the wery: Thea pouiengy ya general ins 
2_man = term it ) of criminal Proceffes. Writings were Printed at 
not (37 man thence to a} Cities and ofthe Kingdom, which impoure.| 
the Cyrates, Churctiva and others, to ancraft enquiry inte whatſoever the 
p:erended Reform its might ave done,or ſaid-for twenty years paſt, as well on the ſub- 


PCR ers to make Information of this before the Juſtices of the 
place 7 To ton $o have wee far feveral years, is cxc- 
cution of t rnd -bre3 there where fl with theſe kind of Criminals ; nci- 
ther were fall that wHith was moſt hogrible, was, that: £ chough 
the Judg Judges were convinced tf were Knightof mature ty dps nun ee 
carry'd ther threw factr points, ts, 85 they knew tobe watruc. The y condenmed inaocenc 
and virtuous tote whis ; tothe Gaities, to baniflunent and publick Penanccs. 
And if a his m5 ed adyciens diakec them, yet there was always 
« PERTH Wienelſes” 

fn on the Minifters ; for ofa Jorg fa long: views hex. mighe 
ln Sb hoe nemo n or to ſpeake better; Oblexvatians, 


E x Mona Mtogres, a ſach ki Seco, whe medumy irnpde to che: 
them with thi RS ey is netſo ttiuch/as thought of ;, —_— Lec uey: ada: 
| | ent Þ far s co devine the thoug nay pet or baile 
Egyp1,beraob, Jracines, {op banal 
(as poten CITE explained the 
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, what were the veages ſhewed in 
have to 3dd. = erer ey Ir nyo on 

hos pies in what we have to the Ys, 

, of the means of a Livehhood ; which isthe ſecond way we men- 


toned, that has bebiruſed.to our ruine. 'Tis not hacd &@ comprebend,. that in 2 
£rent 
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SI re@oned i ongft their ChiebCroditorBy ths Order thay tar! found 
thelecter rometolnpenſe The chat changed, at the chilrge of thole-w ho continued!firm;: 


and Cas likewiſe by another way; tor they difcharged- the; Converts of all-the 
Pulimpkigh of the citgion had contrattec in} xomihon;z whick' by onſtuencg 
ht dd rtxthis; the prodibirion to'(ef ovativoate , their Bſtams,, on; afty, 


Pcteoce whatevar, _ Rig amlinpyntbrookingal Glenn canta fs relat7 
img/to'thad mantet; a .chatafter rele Adﬀts;they dad fiayedia the Kings: 
doopa whole rs rn the. WAA Re: 1edy of hejping rtem(ſelves withtheit Eftates 11' 
extrcam Nerefity; vas taken frim ther  Theyneptived the. likewiſe of another , 
vhier (cemedt theadaly: ongyretcain ag. which was; io ical ehgir_ Bread eiſewhere , by: | 
rctireog-intother Comics; thee iget their, ividg by: Kathwary flace.this was. not 
pe: raitred there's ence By geptatecd « Egitts theKing tortad; then 10 leave 4 
kinzdoran ron Pchalties,wh{th drove them tothe taſtgdeſpaic 435 fincer they wy; / | 
thciirelres ordboodta Greuharnible! & ang ping withiimagermthew own Coun- 
try, without daring to go to live cl/-yhere. Bat.thecruelty of their Encinies fropc not 
bere;: for there' yet remaibedfo'nc Gieanings' {inthe Provmces, :though very. few, 4d 
2sthinks thaſt in'Shimwrgl?s Drean. Che? tarendants indheic [Diftrifts had orderite: 
toafl thÞRefocdaed with; Tazeos; which zhey&id, cither DByiaying (upon; them the Tax of 
the nevEathblics, lhe were: diſcharged timireof o1fayour of theix Coty eriion, of -by 
layiing.eor Taxes, #hich they call Patics; that xs to:ful; bemhor in the brdi- 
havy RoIWd3 allefled at Forty or Fifty:Livers; was charged by this Jinpoſttion - at Se- 
vyeiver EighbHamndred:.'Thus had they nothing more left, far all was a-prey-to the Ri- 
zonrobthe.:lntendants. They raiſed their Faxes by. the :cfteftual quartering of Dra- 
£,00NS, Or Impriſonment, from whence they were not freed, till they had paid, the - _ 
moſt- i) £: 4:97] o)- rendbna; rd 0 nh 
o./Ikrlerere uhe two fcſt. Buginsor:dachinswhickrths Glergy nade-uſe of avaink us2 
Zoo hictythey added a Thin; whickuwS&have termed the: cinfraQions of the Edict of 7" 
Nantes, under: pretence of Explication: Thoſe who would know-their Number. 2:4 
, heexl-oaly read the! Bobks writen and publiſhed on this SubxR; as welt by the 
Jemwine; 'Mexder, an Author Bamous'for his Iilufions, as by one Z-ax rd, on Officer in the 
Prefictial Gonct of Ref# in Zangnedor. There you wit:find all the turhs, which the meas 
peſt.and moſt unwarnlky, could invent, to clude the ockareft-Fexts of the E3 
di&/and to eorrapt CI Biteries thereof,. But becauſe welo heregive you only a brief 
Airqunt of our Troubles, we yy en ſees with ob(&rring; ſome: at the Princes 
pal;ifſuing from this Fountain: What was there, for Example, moceclead and unqueitts 
ptable inthe Edit than this; vigv'That !twas given with an Intention to maintain 
hole tlieReligion, in-atl the R kts that Natore.and Civil Society give . to Men. 
Vet in16#14 there came:ontan Bditt. that Chillcen might at: the-Ape of Seven. Years, 
abjare the Reformed Religiba;and embrace the Catholick, under pretence; that. the E- 
dictdid motrpreciſel y; mark, that at this Agethey ſhoiukt continue at their parents Dil- 
mvtal;. Who'fees nor that this was 2moer trick, feeing that va one hand, the Elift tor- 
bat to take the Chilean from their Parents by force; or fair meanes, and on the other 
handt/the'Edift ſuppoſe and cofirmed all the Naturab Rights, of which, without Cou- 
troveritt;this is one-of the:moft invioable; Was there ever a more manifeſt Infrattion 
bl thelRdi@; than'thas, » rem rar rare of the: Proteſtant Religion, who. had 
Aaroterarn' 20 as bow me under: -pretence, that: the Edith; did 
© Fer-when the Edit permits ge 
netally att-the KibgsSal biberty: tree and' fachids the: perplexing, {and 
4roubling them, and offeting'any thing contrary to.this (Liberty; Who ſees not that 
«bis Exception. tourhing the Relapfers; is ſo far from being ag Kxptication # 
.the Mitt, that 'tis a notable violation of it. Where 


notto 


hd 


(6) 
- Wherenhto we may 244 theicharge given tothe ' iron Catholicks mot ter Chats 
their Religion, and embrarethe Rejtormed. For when the Edift gives Liberty 'of Con. 
ſcience, it _ mrs —nnny thoſe, who are, os ſhall be of the fhaid Reti- 
gion.. Yet if we believe y,. this was not &fenry to reat's meating, incear 
only to grant it to thalt, whomadeProfetiion of xtat the time wf the Xt 
That vf Nantes gavealto to theRefarmicd, the priviledges of Keeping fall cools in 
all places, where they had the 'Excroft of their Religion, aod by: this Tram of ſmall or 
little Sthoobs, according to the' common. explication,! ' thoſe were +>. obey —nny 
where one might teach Latin and: Humanity. This is the Seace, which 
given in all the Kingdom, to this Exprethor;, which is ſill given when it: concerns the 
Koman Carholicks.” Yet by anew Interpretation, this was reſtrained to the 
bare Liberty of teaching to read, and: write, as if the Reformed were: unworthy ta 
learn anymore; and this. on parpole, tatire out the Parents, and drivethem to this ex. 
rremity, cither not to knew what todo with their Children, or be forced' to fend theas 
the Komen Catholics fur Elhucatian. / '! 
. TheEdi@ gave them the liberty in all-places where they had Churches to inſtru 


S20e no right rotlic Reforined to inſtruftthemin Thealogy, tior to have end 
remained. of 


ont co hindct 


by *Cicuacy Leer or otherwite 


though about. Matters: of Als and- difpelal. of- Prodifvidions were: like 
wife rade of hotding, Colloquies in the Interval Syodis, excepting) is two Cates, thi 
p-oxiding for Churches.deftitnte by the Deaths of cheir Miniſters;, and the Correftion 
of ſame Scandais. They: likewiſe took away-frem tho places, ated by the Edie, 
which they call'd. Exerciſes de ali the Marks of the -Tertplcs, as the: the Pulz 


pic, and other thi this © They were! likewide forkaiiew 20) receive theit 
have anjydeciding} rome: there, or to nate them- in the Catd< 

the fingmg; of Plalkms in private 

-fnging even-in their Templex 


Minifters co Preach: any wheze.cxcept Others for- 
bad them {cding, in-places; unkfs jent! by'tho Stnots/ though the Canirftorics, had-cal'd 
Others, tohindertho@ttiac:dbfign's far the Nioiftry, td be:Educared in Fortign Hai 
veritics. Others banifhrall] ; ati been onizioed in the 
Kingdum; ani ſperm. thone-the: greateÞ part of theirLives, Othors fordad Miniſters, .or 


dn 
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Candidates for the Miniftry to refide in places -where Perching was forbidien, or aca: - 
cr than Six Miles of them. Others forbad the People to aſſemble in the Temples, un-- 
cer 2retence of Paying, Reading, or Singing of Pſalms, except in the prefence of a Mi- 
raft-r, placed there by the Synod. One ridiculous one was made to take away alt 
the Backs of the Seats in the Churches, and reduce them all to an exatt Uniformity 
Another, to hinder the Charches that'were a little more Rich, to affiſt the Weaker, tor 
the maintetiance of their Minifters, and other neceſities. Another to oblidge Parents 
to give their Children, who clian ed their Religion, great Penſions. Another to forbid \ / 
Marriages betwixt yew => different Religions, even in the caſe of Scandalous Cohabi- 
tation. Another to prohibit thoſe of the Religion, from that time, to entertain in their 
Houſes any Domefticks or Servants that were Komzr Chatholicks. Another which madc 
them uncapable of being Tritors or Gaurdjans ; and conſequently put the Minors, whoſe 
Fathers dyed.in the of the Proteftant Religion, under the Power and Equcati- 
on of R9man Catholics. "Another forbidding Miniſters and Elders to hinder any of their 
F:ock, cither direftly or indiredly, to embrace the Roman Religion, or to diſſuade them 
from it. Another forbidding Fews and Maehometans to embrace the Reformed Reli;z;- 
on ;, and the Minifters either to inftruft or receive them into it. Another ſubjefting 
Synods to receive ſuch Roman Catholick Commilharies as ſhould be ſent them from t!.c 
King, with an expreſs order to do hothing. -but-in their preſence. Another forbidding 
the Confſiſtories to afſemble ofrner than ence-in Fifteen days, and in preſence of 'a Ca- 
tholick Commiffary. Ariother forbidding Confftories to aſhfſt, on pretence of Charity 
to the Poor fick Perſons of their Religion ; and ordaining that the Sick ſhould be car- 
rye into their Hoſpitals, ftrifly forbiding any Man to-entertain them in their Houſes. 
Another confſcating, in fayour of Hoſpitals, all the Lands, Rents, and other Profits of 
what nature ſoever, which might have appertained toa condemned Church. Another 7h 
forbidding Miniſters to come nearer than Three L-agues to the place where the Privi- ls 
lelges of Preaching was in queſtion or debate. Another confiſcated to the Hoſpitals all 
the Revenues and Rents fet apart for the maintenance of the Poor, even in ſuch Chur- 
ches as were yet ſtanding. Another ſubjetting fick and dying Perſons to the nece{ſity 
of receiving Viſits, ſometimes from Judges, Commiſſaries, or Church-Wardens ; ſome- 
times of Curates, Monks, Miſhonaries, or other Ecclefiafticks, to induce them to change 
their Region, or require of them expreſs Declarations concerning it. Another for- 
bidding Parents to ſend their Children before Sixteen years of Age to travel in Forreign 
Countries, on any pretence whatſoever. Another prohibiting Lords or Gentlemen ts 
continue the exerciſe of Religion in their Houſes, unleſs they had firſt produced their 
Titles before the Commiſſaries. and obtained from them a Licence to have Preaching. 
Another which reftrained theright of entertaining a Miniſter to thoſe only, who were 
in poſſeſſion of their Lands ever fince the Edit of Names, ina dirett or collateral Line. 
Anot opich Lohr” Cos Und -Baillage, to receive into their Temples any. of 
other Bailywick. Another which enjoyned Phyfitians, Apothecaries, and Chirurge- 
oh. iter th urates or Magiftrates of the por bom > of Sick Proteſtants, 5 
the Magiſtrates or Curatesmight viſit them. - But amongf all theſe new Laws, thol: 
which have moſt ſery Cc# grand Intention of the Clergy, have been on one hand, 
the prohibition of recei into their-Femples any of thoſe who had changed their Re- 


Iigiod nor. their Childrey, norary RmmparCotholick of what Age, Sex or Condition ſo- 
2 ; bind er.paitp their Churches,and the Minifters doing publick Peanance;, 
T1 Ya * oi of their Eſtates, and 6nthe "other fide,. the ſerting 
up it the Temples aP calat Bench for the Catholicks-to fit on; for hy this means, 
as {6on as any one reſolved to change hisReligion, they necded only to make hint do it 


ia private, ant to fiind' him the next morning'in the Temple, to be obeeitd there 
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by the Catholicks, who were in their Seat. Immediately Informations were made, ani 
afterwards Condemaatio's, in all the Rigour of the Las. The &9man Catholicks needed 
only to enter into the Temple, undes pretence, that they had a Place there, and then 
they ilipt in amongft the Croud, and immediately this was a Coatrayentioa to the N< 
claration, and an unavoidable -Condemnation. *Tis by this means they have deftroy.-4 
an Infinite number of Temples and Chacches, and put into Irgas a great number of In- 
nocent Miniſters; for Villains and falſe Witneſſes were not waating in this occaſion. 

All theſe Proceedings were 6 yiolent, that they muſt needs make a ftroag ImpreTi- 
07 in the Reformiſts Minds, whereunto theſe things tended. Aud in effect, there were 
many of them, that bethought themſelves of their ſexy, by leaving the King:lom, fon: 
tranſported :hemſelves into one Kingdom, and ſome intp another, according a3 their 11. 
clinations led them. But this was what the Court nevcr jinteaded, for more than 91c 
reaſon ; and therefore to hinder. them; they renewed from. time. £0 time this Dectec, 
which we have mentioned, which &cxtly prohibited, under the moſt ſevere Pomltics, 
any to depart the Kingdom without leave; and to this cad they ftrifly garded all 
Paſſages on the Frontiers. But theſe Precautions did not anſwer thei expetfation 41d 
*twas better to blind the People, by of abating this rigorous, ulage at home ;, and 
to this end in 166g. the King revaked-(eyeral violem Decrees,whick produced the EFett 
expected. For though the Judicigus ſaw well enough, that this Moderatioa ſprung not 
from a good Principle, and that, in the Sequet, the lame Decrees woald be pilt ia cxeca- 
tion, yet the moſt part imagined they would {till contine themfelves within ſortie Bou ds 
ia our regard, and that they would not paſs to a total Deſtruttion, 

We have often drawn the ſame Coaclufions from the ſeveral Verbal Declarations, 
vihich came many time from the Kings own mouth, that he pretended not taindulge uz, 
but he woald do-us perfedt Jaſtice,and let us enjoy the Benefits of the edits in th{ir whole 
E<teat, that he would be very glad to ſee all the Subjetts re-unite to the Citholick 
Religion, and would for the effe&ing this, contribute all his Power, but there ſhon!d He 
10 Bloud ihed, during his Reign, on this account, nor any violence exerciſed, Theſe 
preciſe an re-iterated Dzclarations gave us hopes the King. would not farget them ; 
2nd eſpecially in afſencial matters,he would let us enjoy the eftetts of his Bounfy & E ju - 
ty. * [was the more expetted by a Letter, he wrote to theElettor of Bra: !enbu;g, the C9: 
p:e5 of which theMiniftecy of State took caz2 to diſperſe through the wholeKinzdon. H's 
Majcfty aſſured him, that he was well atisfed with the Behaviour of his 7 orzſfar Stf1- 
j>5,from wheace he drew this naturalConclutonythat be iateaded not th2yt » deſtroy us. 

To which we may add the managements uſed ſometimes in the Council, where Chut- 
ches were conſeryed, at the ſametime, whea others were ordered to be demolifh'd, to 
makeithe Wartd belisve, they obſerved meaſures ef Juftice ; and that thoſe which. .the 
condemned; were not groundedor-good Titles. « Sometimes, they ſoftned ſererat toy 
rigorous Decrees , other times they ſeemed got to approve of the violenccs. offtted b 
the Intendants and Magiſtrates ; eyen to the giving of orders to moderate; then. It 
chis manner Gid-they hinder the execution of a ; Shah. made in the Parliament of Rog52%, 
which enjoyned thoſe of the Reformed, Religion to fall on their Knees, when they met 

Zac Sacrament,-- Titus did they-ſtop the one of 4 puny Judge of Charenton, who 

ordered us to. ftrike our-of our Liturgy a-prayer , which, was; compoled for the fairhfot, 

thar groatied. under the; Tyranny.: & Aaichrifk, *Tisthus ala; that they. did not'tx- 
trcamly favour another perſecution which Seganyto come general ty theKingdgi gale 
the Minifters; iinder pretence of gblidging them. to take an of Allegiance, wherein 
other Clanſes were infected, contrary to what Minifters owe to their Charges and; Reti- 
gion. . ”T'was'thus alio they ſiſpended the execution of ſome Edidts, which  themſetves 
3nd procured, as well to Tax the Minifters, as to oblidge them to reſide preciſely in the 
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place whete they exertiſed thefr Miniſtry, With the ame defign the Syndic's of the 
Crergy, had the Art'toter:the principal Churches of the Kingdom to be at reſt,for ma- 
ny years withouttdiftarbance in their Aﬀemblies ; whilſt they in the mean time, deſo- 
lated all thoſe inthe Coontry. They ſuſpended alfo the condemration of the Univerti- 
ties, ad reſerved them forthe laft, It was alfo in this view, that at Court, the firſt 
ſcemed unablet6 believe, andat kaft nor to approve of the excefſes, which one Maria 
an Intendafit bf. Befron; committed Fa his Phovince : A man-poor and cruel, more fit to 
pray on the High-ways, than to be Tritendant of a Province; though indeed they had a 
clauſe exprelly to make theſe Expeditions. But amongſt all theſe illuſions, there's none 
more remarkable, than five or fix, which will not be improper here to take notice of : 
The firſt was, That at the very time, when at the Court they ifſued out all the Decrees, 
Declarations, and Edifts, which we have ſpoken of here before, and which they cauſed 
to be put in execution with the greateſt rigour, at the ſame time, that they interdicted 
their Churches, demoliſhed their Temples, deprived particular perſons of their Offices 
and Employments, reduced People to Poverty and Hinger, impriſoned them, loaded 
them with Fines, baniſh'd them, and in a word, ravag'd almoft all ; the Intendants,Go- 
vernours, Magiſtra'es, and other Otcers in Paris, and over all the Kingdom,cool!y ard 
gravely gave out, the King had not the leaſt intention ro rouch the Editt of Names but 
would moſt Religioully obſerve it. The ſecond was, thar in the ſame Editt, which the 
King publiſh'd to forbid K9mer Catholicks ro embrace the 'Reformed Religion, whicti 
was in the year 1652. That is to ſay, at a time when they had already greatly adyanc=- 
ed the work of our deſtraftion ;, they cauſed a formal Clauſe to be rfiterted in theſe 
terms, That be confirmed the Edit of Nantes, 2s mnch as i: was or jroul4 be needf i1. The 
third, That in the Circular Letters which the King wrote tv the Biſhops and Inten- 
dants, to oblidge them to fignifie the Paſtora! Advertiſement of the Clergy to our Cor 
fiſtories, he tells them in exprels terms, Thar bis inceniiom was not that they ſhould 46 
ary thing that might attempt upon whar {24 hin gran--4 10 theſe of the Reforme1 Religion, by 
the Edits and Declarations made in their favour. The fourth, That by an expreſs Deciz- 
ration publish'd about the latter end of the year 1684. the King ordained, That M'- 
niſters ſhould not remain in the ſame Church, above the ſpace of three years, nor return 
to the firft, within the ſpace of Twetve ; and that they fbould be thus tranilated from 
Church to Chutch, at leaft tuenry Leagres diftant from the other ;, ſuppoling by a ma- 
nifeft conſequence,that his defign was yet to permit the exerciſe of Religion to the Mi- 
nifters in the Kingdetn for Twelve years at leaft : Though indecd they at that moment 
deſign'd the Revocation of the Edit, and had reſolved it in the Council. The Fifth 
concifts in a Requeſt preſented rb the King,;by the Aſſembly of the Clergy at the ame 
time, that they were drav ig an” Elitt to revoke that of Vantes, and put it into the 
Hands of the Procurer General 'to frame it > and in the Decree which was granted on 
this requeſt, the Clergy 'complatn'd of the mifrepreſentations which the Minifters are 
wont 'to make of the X>n./2 Church, t6 which they attribute Dottrines which they da 
not .hbld, and beſeech his Majeſty to provide againſt it. And alſo expreſly declared, 
that they did not yet defire the Revbtation bf the Edift, upon which the King by his 
Dec-ce expreſly forbad the Minifters tv ſpeak either good or hurt, direAtly or indireQ- 
ly of the Church'of #ome in their Sermons ;, ſnppofing, as every one may Ice, that "twas 
his Intention ſtill to let them Peach ; were ever ſach Illuſions known !' But was there 
ever any, greater than this which they put in the very Edift vve {peak of ? - The 
King after having cancetied aud annull'd. the Edidt of Nantes , and all that Ge. 
ded thereon, atrer having, intertlifted for ever all publick Religious Execciſes,he alli 

or ever banifh'd ail the Minifters from his Kingdom, and expreily declares, that his will 
js, that” tris other Subjetts, who are nor willing to change their Religion, niay remain 
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» here they are in all Liberty, enjoy their Eftates, #nd live with the ſame Freedom :, 
;eretofore,without any Moleftation on pretence of their Religion, till it ſhall-pleaſe God 
toenlighten and conyert them. Thele are Amuſements and Snares toentrap them, as 
if has ftnce appeared, and it ſtill appearsevery day by the horrible ufages they ſuffer, 
ard of which we ſhall ſpeak in what follows. But we ſhall, firſt, mention a preparatory 
Machin,whick the Perſecutors have not fail'd to employ toeffett their Defign,and which 
ve have reckoned to be the Sixth in order. It conlifty in difpoſing inſenſibly the Peoplc 
by decrees to deſire our Deftruttion, to approve of it when done,and-to diminith in thei; MN 


>1lind the Horror which naturally they muſt have at the Cruelties and Injuſtices of our k 
Perſecutors Contrivances. For this purpoſe ſeyeral means have been uſcd and the com- ; 
moneit have becn the Sermons of the Miſfionaries and other Controvertial Preachers, 
with which the Kingdom had been for ſome years ftockt, under the Title of #9yal iſſi- þ 
#75, There were _ Youths, choſen for this purpoſe, who had ſuch an Education | 
given them, which was ſo far from making them Moderate, as rather enfiamed them ; f 


to that 'tis cafe to comprehend what Aftors theſe are, when they not only found them- 
{elves upheld, but ſaw themſelves moreover ſet on, and had expreis Orders to inlpirc | 
their Hcarers with Choler. And ſo well did they acquit themſelves herein, that "tas l 
not their fault if Popular Emmotions have not followed thereon in great Cities, vea in : 
Paris it (elf, had not the Prudence of the Magiſtrates hindred them. To the Preachers ; 
we muſt joyn the Confeffors and Direors of Mens Conliciences, the Monks,the Curates, | 
and in general, all the Eccleſtafticks from the higheſt to the loweſt ;, for they being not 
ignorant of the Courts Intention in this matter, every one ſtrove to ſhex moſt Zeal, and 
Averfion to the Reformed Religion, becauſe every one found his Intereſt lay therein, ; 
this being the only way to raiſe and eftabliſh his Fortune. In this deſign of animating | 
the People, there paſt few days wherein the Streets did not ring, as well with the publi- 
cation of Decrees, Edidts, and Declarations againſt the Proteftants, as alſo with Satyri- 
cal and Seditious Libels, ot which the People in the Towns of France are very greedy. 
But theſe things ſerved only for the mcaner ſort of People, and the Perlecutors had | 


this Mortification to ſee this Deſign dilapproved by all thoſe who were a degree above 
the Mobile. Wherefore they imployed the Pens of ſome of their Authors, who had ac- 
quired any Reputation in the World ; and amongſt others, that of the Author of the Hi- 
{tory of Theodoſius the great. and that of Mr. Maimburp, heretofore a Jeſuite, . Hc pub- 
Twh'd his Hiſtory of Calciniſm, of which he has fince had the leiſure torcpent, by the 
imart and pertinent Anlers which have been given him : Their Example has b-en fol- 
'owed by ſeveral others; and Monſieur Arraud,who will always make one in theſe matters, 
ould not deny himſelr the ſatisfaQtion of venting his Cholor; and at the ſame t me cn- 
Cndcevour, to recover the Favour he has loft at Court. But although his Apology for 
the Catholicks wasa Work as full of Fire and Paſſion as the Bigots themſelves could 
WH, vct 'twas not agreeable, becauſe his perſon was not ; he was ſoull gratified for it, 
rhat he complained thereof to the Archbiſhop of Rheims, in a Letter, the Copies where- 
of were d:{perſed over all Tariss Amongſt other things,he exaggerated his Misfortune, 
and conipared himſelf with another, who for much leſs Services, received Twenty Thou- 8 
and Livers, as a Reward from the King. This more and more ſhewed the Charafter of - 
the Perſon. However they needed not him, not wanting violent Writers, amongft 1 
«hom we muſt not forget one Mr. Soulier, formerly (as they ſay) a Taylor, and at 
preſent, Author of the Hiſtory of the Elifs of Pacification ;, nor Mr. Nicole, once a great 
*:zr;ſeniſt, and now a Proſclvte of the Archbiſhops of Paris ;, Author of the Book entitu- 
ied, Proteſtants convinced if y m: nor the Author of the Fournal des Scavants, who, in : 
Lis ordinary Gazets, l.ighly afhrms, That the Catholick Faith muſt be planted by Fire 
42! Sword, alledging for the proof thereof a King of Norway, who conycrted the Nobles 
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ef his Country, by threatning them, Fo ſlay their Children Lefore their Eyes, ir they would 
0: conJent t9 have them bapciz2d, and be baptized themſcl::es. For a long time we have ſcen 
in Paris-and elſewhere, nothing, but ſuch ſort of Writings, to ſuch a height was Paſhon 


come. 
Whilſt all theſe things which we have here odſerved, were done in France, they by 
wreat ſteps advanced to their end.  'Tis not to be imagine! the Reformed negleRtec| 
their common Intereſts or did not all that reſpeed a juſt and lawful Defence. They 
frequently ſent,fromthe furtheft Provinces,their Deputies to the Conrt; They maintain- 
-6d their Rights before the Council  Thither they brought their Complaiats from all 
parts, They employed their Deputy General to ſolifit their Intereſts, as well with the 
Jadges & Minifters of State,as with the Kiog himſelf, Sometimes alſo they preſented ge- 
neral Addrefſes,in which they expoſed their Grievances,with all the Hymility and Defe- 
rence that Subjetts owe their Soyeraigns... But they were fo far from being heard, that 
their Troubles were ftil} encreaſed, and their Second Condition became worſe than the 
Firft. The laſt Petition, preſented to the King himſelf by the Deputy General in March, 
16$4. was expreft in Terms moſt ſubmitſive, and moſt capable of moving Pity, as every 
one nay judge, having been fince Printed z and yet it produced no other Fruit, but the 
-haftning of what they had long reſolved, namely, to uſe open Force to accompliſh our 
Ruine. | 
This was effeRally done ſomes Months after, and executed im a manner fo terrible 
and violent,that, as we aid in the beginning, there are few in Europe, how diftant ſoever 
from the notice of the common Accidents of the World, who have not heard the Report 
of it ; but *tis certain, the circumſtances are not known to all, and therefore we ſhall 
ive an account of them in few Words; ifit be but to ftop the Month of their Impu- 
ence, who publiſht abroad, That no Violences have beca offered in France,and the Com- 
verfions there made, were with free Conſent. At firſt they took this meaſure,to quarter 
Soldiersan all the Pcovinces, almoſt at the ſame timc, and chiefly Dragoons, which are 
the moſt Reſolute Troops of the Kingdom. Terror and Dread marched before them, 
and as it were by conſent, all France was filled with this news, That the King would not 
longer ſuffer any Zugouo's in his Kingdom; and that they muſt reſolve to change their 
Religion, nothing being able to keep them from it. 

They began with Zearx, where the Dragoons did their firft Executions ;, theſe were 
followed ſoon after in High and Low Guieane, Xantoigne, Aunix, Poitou, High Languedoc, 
Viuarers, and Dauphines, after which they came to Liouoif, Gevennes, Low Languedoc, 
Provence, Yalees, and the Country of Geix, afterwards they fell on the reſt of the King- 
dom, Normandy, Bourg1igne, Nicertoix, and Berry ;, the” Countries of Orleans, Touramn, 
Anjou, Britany, Champagne, Picariy, and the Iſle of France, not exeluding Paris it ſet, 
which underwent the ame Fate ; the firſt thing, the Intendants were ordered to do, 
was to fummon the Citiesand Commonalties. They afſembled the Inhabitants thereof, 
who profeft the Refoeihed Religion, and there told them, 'twas the Kings pleaſure they 
ſhould without UCelay become Catholicks ; and if they would not do it freely,they wou!d 
make thei do it by force, The Poor People, ſurpriſed with ſuch a Propoſal, anſwered, 
They were ready to ſacrifice their Eftates and Lives to the King, but their Conſciences 
being Gods, they could not in that manner diſpoſe of them. 

There needed no more to make them immediately bring the, Dragoons, which were 
not far off. 'The Troops immediately ſeiſed on the Gates and Avenues of the Cities; 
fhey placectGuards in all the Paſſages, and often came with their Swords in their Hands, 
crying, Kil, Kil, or elfe be Cacbolicks, they were quartered on the Reformiſts at Diſcre- 
tion, with a ſtriet Charge, that none ſhould depart out of their Houſes, nor conceale any 


of their Goods or Effetts, on great Penalties, eyen on the Catholicks, that ſhould receive 
or 
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or aſſiſt them in any manner, The firſt days were ſpent in conſuming all Proviſions the 
Houle aftorded, and taking from them whatever they could ſee, Money, Rings, Jewels, 
and in general, whatſoever was of value. After this they pillaged the Family, and in- 
vited not.only the Catholicks of the place, but alſo thoſe of the Neighbouring Cities 
and Towns, to come and buy the Goods, and other things which would yeild Money. 
Attervards they fell on their Perſons, and there's no Wickedneſs or Horror which they 
did rot put in prattiſe, to force them to change their Religion. Amidſt a thouſand hi- 
dcous Crics, and a thouſand Blaſphemies, they hung Menand Women by the Hair or 
Feet on the Roofs of the Chamber, or Chimney Hooks, and ſmoakt them with Whiſps 
of v.ct Hay, till they were no longer able to bear it, and when they had taken them 
down, if they would not fign, they hnng them up immediately again. They threw 
them into great Fires kindled on purpoſe ; and pulled them not out till they were half 
Roaſted, They tyed Ropes under their Arms, and plunged them to and again into 
Wells, from wence they - would rot take them, till they had promiſed to'change their 
Religion. They tyed them as they do Criminals, put to 'the queſtion, and in' this 
poſture, with a Funnel fill'd with Wine, ponred it down their Throats, till the Furres 
ef it depriving them of their reaſon they made them ſay they would conſent to be Ca- 
tholicks. They ftript them naked, and after having oftered them 1000 infamous In- 
d-gnitics, they ftuck them with Pins from the top to the bortom. They cut them with 
P-aknites, and ſometimes with red hot Pincers took them by the Noſe, and draggecd 
£2cin about the Rooms, till they promrfed to become Catholicks, or that:the Cryes of 
rheſe poor Wretches, that in this Condition call'd on God for their Aſſiſtance, conftrain- 
ed them to let them go. They beat them with Staves, and diagged them' all bruiſed 
to the Churches, where theie bare forced P:eſence was accounted for an Abjuration. 
They ineld them from Jieeping Seven or Eighr Days, relieving one another to watch 
them Night ard Day, and. keep them waking. They threw Backers of Water on their 
Faces,and tormented them a-1000 ways,hol:ng over their Heads Kettles turned dou n- 
wards, v kercoz they made them a continta!"Noile, tifl the poorCreatures had even loſt 
thei: Sences. It they found any fick, either Men, or Wornen, that keep their Beds, di- 
ftempered with F-avers,or other Diſeaſes,they had the Cruelty to bring Twelve Dcams 
founding in Ala.m about their Reds, for whole Weeks rogether without Intermithon, 
till they had promis'd they would Change. Tt hapned in ſome places, that they tyed Fa- 
thers and H 15hands to the Bed-Pofts, and before their/Eyes ed their Wives and 
Deiighrers. 1a anozker place F were ptblickly and genecally permitted for many 
Houis together. They pluckt off the Nails from the Hands and Toes of others, which 
could noc be eadured without intolerable pain. They burnt the Feet of others. They 
blew up'Men aad Womea with Bellows, even till they were ready to burſt. 

it after ghefe hg: id uAages, there were yet any that refuſed to turn, they impriſon- 
ed them; and for this choſe Daiigeons dark and noyſom,in which they exerciſed on them 
all ſorts-0i Iihumanicy. In the mean time they demolithed their Houſes, deſolated their 
Hereditary Lands, qut down their woods. and ſeifed their Wivesand Children, to im- 
priton then ia Monaftecies. When the Souldiers had devouredand conſumed 4Hl in a 
Hoale, the Facme:s of their Lands forniſht them with Subliftance;, and to re-imburſt 
them, they !old by Authority of Juftice the Fonds of their Hoſts, and pat them in poſ- 
ſcizon thereof. It ſonie: to ſecure their Confeiences, and toeſapethe Tyranny of theſe 
Furions men, endeavourcd to (aye themfelves by Blight, they were purſued, ahd huntcd 
in the Fields aad Waoeds.,and were wor at like Wild Beafts.- The Provoſts rode about 
the High ways aad the Magiſtrates fptaces had orders to top them without exception; 
They brought them back to the places from whence they Hed, uling them like 'Priſon- 


ers of War, But we muſt not fancy, that this Storm fell only on- the —_ fort, 
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(13) 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the beſt Quallity were not exzmptcd from it, They had 
Soldiers quartered upon them in the ſame manner, and with the ſame Fury as Citizens 
and Peaſants had. Taey plundred their Houſes, waſted their Goods. rafſed their Caſtics, 
cat down thei: Woods, and their very Perſons were expoſed to the Infolence and Bar- 
barity of the D.agoons. no lefs than thoſe of others. They ſpared neither Sex, Age, nor 
Quality, wherever they found any unwillingne(s to obey the command of changing cir 
Religion, they practiſed the fame Violences, There were fill remaining ſome Othcers 
of Parliament which underwent the ſame fate, atter having bcea firſt deprived of their 
Offices, and even the Military Oihcers, who were attually in Service, were 0:dered to 
quit their Poſt and Quarters, and repair immediately to their Houſes, there to ſuffer 
the like Storm, if to avoid ity, they would not become Catholicks. Many Gentlemen and 
other Perſons of Qaality, and many. Ladics of a great Age and Ancient Families, ſeeing 
a'] theſe outrages, hoped to find ſome Retreat in . ris, or at the Court, not imagining 
t 1c Dragoons would come to ſeek them ſo near the Kings, Preſence; but this hope was 
no lcls vain, than all the reft;, for ſmmcdiatly there was a Decree of Council, which com- 
mandedthem to leave P4:s in Fifggen days. and rcturg withoup delay to he's own 
Houfes;'with a Prohibitipn toalt Perſons to crgertain pr: Todgo them i their Ho 5. 
Some having ALTmpregy £0 relen; Adkteclles to the King,, contaiyiog complaints of 
theſe cruel ulages, humbly beſeeching his Majeſty, to Rop he courſe thereof, eccived 
no other anſwer, than that of ſending them to the B27 ile. 

Before we proceed any further, will not be amiſs to make ſome. Remarks; The fir ft 
ſta'l be, that almoſt crery where, at the H-ad of theſe Infernal L-gions, betrdes the 
Commanders and Military Ofticers, the Intcadants aiſo, and the, Biihops marchud eve”! 
02: in his Diaces, with a Troop of Milkonaries, Monks, and other Ecclefiaftichs. T ii 
Intendants- gave ſuch Ocders as they thought moſt fitting to carry on Converfons, and 
reſtrain natural Pitty: and Compathon; if at any time it found a place ia the Hearts of 
Dragoons or their Commanders, which did not often happen. And as for the Biſhops , 
they were there ts keep open Houle, to receive Abjurations, and to have a general and 
ſevere Inſpettion that every thing might paſs there according to the Intentions of the 
Clergy. The ſecond thing obſervable is, That when the Dragoons had made ſome to 
yield, by all the Horrors which they pradtifed, they immediately hanged. their Quat- 
ters; and ſent-them to theſe who ſtill perſevered. This Order was obſerved in this ma?- 
nereyen tothe-end,. in ſp mych that the laſt, that is to ay, thole who kad ihewed the 
greateſt Corfſtancy, had, if fine, quiartered 08 them alone all the Dragoons, which at the 
beginning were-equally diſpery'd ampngR-all-the Inkabitzacs of the place, which was a 
load impefhible to de ſuſtainer jo 1220455 | 

A Thit Remark; hich we;ſhal (make, is. Fhat in alt the confiderable Cities, 
they todk care before they (ent Troops thither, to gain, by means of the Tatendants, or 
ibme other privdte weysf-certein number Feayje, aff. only to change their Religion 
themſelves, when itfhouid be ſcaſonable, but alſo to allft chem in, preventing vthers. 
bo that whey the Dragpons had fefficiently done their, part, Thenan with the 
Dishop, and the Commander of the Forces again led theſe miſerable Inhabitants 
pagers rn Eexhort them toodey the King, and beqame Catholicks, adding there- 
fo ie Threats, that they might over-awe them, and then the,..now Cortyerts 
failed Hdt $0 execute what they had promiſed, which they &id with the gore ſuccebs, be- 
cauſe the did yet put ſome kind of Confitienee i them, - oo 

AFourth tion is, that when the Maſter of the Houle, thinkjag, tp get rid of 
the Dragoons, had obeyed and ſigned what they would, he was not free them 
OC TAC OR Cn eng mrmd 6 Kks cha vor ds te fame 
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ment them, till :c aad made them roturn; which ofrentimes being impoſſible,the change 
of their Religion did not at all ayail them. 

The Fitth is, That when theſe poor wretches fancicd their Conſciences would be et reſt 
by figning ſome form of an Equivocal Abjuration ofFe:ed then; a little while after theſe 
cruel men came to them again, and made them fign another, which plunged them into 
ſuch depths, ascaſt them into the utmoſt delpair. Nay farther,they had the boldnels to 
make them acknowledge, That they embraced the Roman Religion of tkcir own accord; 
without having bin indnced thereunto by any violent means. 1t after this they ſcrupled 
to go to Maſs, if they did not Communicate, if they did not tell their Beads; if by a tigh 
eſcaped from them, they fignified any unwillingnels, they had immediately a Fine laid 
upon them, and they were forced to receive agatn their old gueſts. 

In fine, tor a ſixth remark; As faftas the Troops ravaged in this manner the Pro- 
vinces, ſpreading terror and deſolation in all parts; Orders were fent to all the Former 
Countries and Seaport Towns, to guard well the paſſages, 'and top all ſuch who pre- 
tended toelcape from France: So that there was no _ of theſe poor wretches ſaving 
themſelves by flight. None were permitted to paſs, it he brought not along with him 
a Certificate from his Biſhop or Curate, that he was a Catholick; others were put in pri- 
ſon, and uſed like Fraytors againſt their Country. All ſtrange Veſſels lying in the-Ports 
were ſearched; the Coafts, Bridges, Paſſages to Rivers, and the High-ways, were ftritt- 
Ty 2uarded,both night and day. boat ng States were alſo required not to har- 
hour any more Fugitives, and to ſend back again ſuch as they had al cady received. 
Attempts were alſo made to ſeiſe on, and carry away ſome, who had eſcapcil into For- 
eizn Countries. 

Whilſt all this was afting in the Kingdom, the Court were conſulting to give the Jaſt 
ſtroak, which conſiſted in repealing the EAitt of Nan: much time was fpent in draw- 
ing up the matter and form of this new Edi&. Some would have the King detain all che 
Miniſters, and force them as they did the Laity, tochange their-Religion, of condemn 
themto perpetual Impriſorment. They alledged for their reaſon that if they did not do it, 
they would be as ſo many dangerous Enemies againſt them in ForeignNations.Others on 
the contrary affirm'd, thatas long as the Miniſters continued tn- France, this their pre- 
Tence would encourage the People to abide in their Religion, whatſoever care «might be 
taken to hinder them; and that ſappoſing they should change,” they would be but. as ſo 
many fecret adverſaries nourished inthe boſom of the Church of Rome 3 and the more 
dangerous on the iccount of their knowledge and experience in Controverſial matters. 
This laft reafoning prevailed; *twas then reſolved on to baniſh the Miniſters, and to 
give them no more than fifteerr days time todepart the Kingdom. As to' what remain- 
ed, the Edi was given to the Procurer-General of the Parliament of Paris, to draw it 
up in ſich a form as he ſhoula ſedge moſt heting, -But before the" rubliching of it \, 4wo 
things were thottght neceſſary to'd done;”The firftto oblige the! aſſembly of the-Cler- 
gy, leparately to preſent to the King a requeſt eorſeerning the matter above mentioned, 
in which alſo they told his Majeſty, that they defirednor ar' preſent” the repeating the 
Edift of Nantes, and the other toſuppreſs in general; all kind of Books made by them of 
the Reformed Religion, and tiſſue out-an Order for that purpoſe. By the” firſt of theſe 
things, the Clergy thought to shelter themſelves from the-reproaches, which, might 
be caſt 6n them as the Authors of-ſo many Mileries, - Jajuſtiresand O r& Which 

This Repeal world frill otdtiof Andbythe other, they pretended tomake the Convies- 
fions much more eafie ( as'they tyted them Jand-confirms thoſe-which had-beenatready 
made, by taking From the People all) Books, which might iaftrutt, -fotrifie,' :and bying 

them back agarn. 7 | 0 DEF | 

In fine, This Reyocative Edift of Nantes, way ſigned aud publilded on' Thurſday; be- 
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ing the 3: of 0Fobet, i1 the year 2685, *Tis fail the Chancelor of France, ſhewed' an-<z717 


extream'joy in Sealing 3ty but it laſted not long, this being the laſt thing he did. Fer 
as ſoon a5 he cane hone toony Founterxblecu, he fell lick, and dyed within a few days. 
Tis certain, that this mans palicy, rather than his natural Indication, induced him in 
his tatter years to betome one of aur Perſecutors. 

The Edift was Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris, and immediately after in the 
others. It contains a Preface, and Twelve Articles. In the Pretace, the King ſhews that 
Henry the Great's Grandfather did not give the E lift, and Zewis his Father did not 
confirm it, by his other Edie: of Ni/ave 5, but-in the delign of endeavouring more Effe- 
Aually the re-union of cheir Gobjetha of the pretended Reformed Reigion, to the Ca- 
tholick Church; and that this was Afothe Deſign which he had himſelf at his firſt com- 
ing to:the Crown. That 'tis true, he had been hindred by the Wars , which'he was for- 
ced to carry on againft the Enemies of his State; Þut that at preſent being at Peace 
with all the Princes of Earop?, he wholy gave himſelf to the making of this re-union 
That God having given tim the Grace-of accompliſhing it, and ſeeing the greateſt and 
beft part of his: Subjets of the - —_— had embracet? the Catholick one, theſe E- 
dits of Nantes and Niſmes conſequoatly'bechnie void and nhleſs.' By-the firſt Article, 
he ſupprefles and repeals them, inatt-their evtent; and ordains that all the Temples, 
which are found yet:ſtanding in his Kiggdom, ſhall be ifrmediatly-demoliſhed. By the 
Second;.he. forbids all ſorts of Religions Aﬀemblies of what -kind ſeever. The third pro- 
hibits the Exerciſes of Religion to all Lords and Gentlemen of any quality, under Cor- 
poral Penalties and” Confiſcation of theirBſtates. "The fourth, baniſhes from his King- 
dom all the Miniſters, _ arb thehbe; within Fifreen'days after the 

blication of this. Edit, u | Seay being eabto the Gates. Inthe'fifth ard 

xth, he promiſes Recompences;afid Aityantages ro 'the Minifters and- their Widows, 
who should change their Religion: Tn the Seventh and Eigth, he forbids the Inftrufting 
of Children in the pretended Reformed Religion, and ins, that thoſe who $hall be 
born henceforward $hall be baptiſed, and brought up in the Catholick Religion, enjoin- 
ing Parents av{cad them to the Churches, ander the Penalty of being fined 500 Livers. 
The Ninttyogiyes forr Months tire to-ſlich Perfons as have departed already out of the 
Kinzdom-tb return, oflerwiſt'their Goods and Eftates to be confiſeated. The Tenth, 
with tepeated Prohibtibns; forbids all ks Sub the id Religion todepart” ont of 
his ACN their Wives and Children, or :tS convey away their Effets, under pain 
of che Gallies tor the Men, and of Confiſcatian of Body and Goods for the Women. The 
Eleventh, confirms the Declarations heretofore marie ogainſ thoſe that Rejapſe. The 
Twelfth declares/ that avto:the reſt of his Subjets of the (aid Region, they, may, ti! 
Godenightent them, remamnivetheCities 6f is Ki 7 ries and Lands of his 


Obedience) thers conthiat chaſll their .Eftates, without Trouble 
'or Moloftatiqn upon ptewerieeaf the ſaid: Rd { af condition, that they have no Af- - 
ſemblies under: pretext ef Praying, of ex atty Religious Worship whatever. 

In order to patthis Ediatiin Execution, the nie day that it was regiftred and 


-publish& at 7 a&is; they bepan'$d defidlizh thECHurch of Charenton. The eldeft Mini- 

er thereofwas commanded 16 have Pu; ; in Eric bp firs; and jmmetarety 
_» AIR DO igro the tgntts of bne of tha Kings 
-Fodtmers, with: md ont? ofthis Don his Colleges 
werelittc betray tread; they gave them Forty Hours ro Taris, att then 
4efd thewi upor their Parole. TherMtefrhe MAY! were allowed Fifteen days, but 
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pretence, that they muſt juftifie, their Books and Papers did not 5elong to the Confifte- 
Fics v herein they ſerv'd; which was a thing unpoſhible, fince there were no Contiftories , 
that then remained. Belide they would not give them leave to take along with them 
either Father or Mother, or Brother or Sifter, or axy of their Kindred, though there 
were many of them infirm decay'd and poor, which could not ſubfift but by their means; 
they wet fo far, as even to deny them their own Children, if they were above Seven 

cars old: nay, fome they took from them that were under that Age, and eyen ſuch as 
yet han'gd upon their Mothers Breafts, They refuſed thew Nurſes for their new born 
Infants, which the Mothers could not give Suck, In ſome Frontier Places they ſtopped 
and impriſoned them, upon divers ridiculous Pretences; they muſk immediately prove 
that they were realy the {ame Perſons, which their Certificates mentioned; they were 
to know immediacely whether there were no Criminal Procefs or Taformations againſt 
them; they muſt preſently juſtifie, that they carried away nothing that belonged to 
their Flocks; ſometime atter they had thus detained and amuſed them, they were told 
that the F:fteen days of the Editt vere expired, and that they should not have Liberty 
to retire, but muſt go to the Gallies. There is nokind of Deceit and Injuftice whick 
they dirl not think of to inyolve ther in- Troubles. 

As to the reſt, v hom the Force of Perſecution and hard Uſage conftrained to leave 
their Houſes and Eſtates, and to fly the Kingdom, it is not to be imagined what dan- 
gers they expoſed them to. Never were Orders more ſevere or more ftrift, than thoſe 
that were given againft them. They doubled the Guards in Poſts, Cities, High-ways, 
and Foards, they covered the Country with Soldiers, they Armed even the Peaſants to 
ſtop thoſe that. pafſeg, or to kill them: They forbad all the Officers of the Cuſtoms to 
ſuffer any Goods, Moyeables, Merchandize, or other Effefts, to paſs. In a word, they 
forgot nothing that could hinder the-flight of the Perſecuted, even: to the inturrupting 
almoſt all Commerce with Neighbouring Nations. By this means they quickly filled all 
the Priſons in the Kingdom, for the fear of the Dragoons, the Horror of ſeeing their 
Conſciences forced, and their Children taken away, and of liveing for the future in a 
Land y here there was neither Juftice nor Humanity for them, obliged every one to 
think of an eſcape, aad to:abandonall. to fave their -Perſons. All theſe poor- Priſoners 
have been fince treated with ynheard;/of Rigours, 3hat up in Dungeons, loaded with 
heavy Chains, almoſt Rarved with Huager, and depriyed-of all Converſe, but that of 
their Perſecutors. They put many in to-Monafteries, where they experience none of 
the leaft Cruelties: Some there are;{o bappy as to dye in the midft of their Torments, 
others have at laſt ſunk under the weight of the Temptation, and ſome by the extra- 
-ordinary Aſftance of Gods Grace, fp Kill fuſtain jt with an Heroick Courage. 

' Theſe have been the Cpnlequencey af/this new BdiRt in this-reſpett; but who. would 
not have believed that the, twelith, Article would have sbelter'd the reſt of theRe- 
formed; that had a mind ftill ta ſlay, iu ghe Kingdom, finge this Artide cxp-efly- aſſures 
them, that they may lve there, continge their Trade, and enjoy their Eftates, without 
b2ing troubled'or moleſted gpon,pregeges of their, Religion., Yet ſee what they have 
ſince done, and yet do to thele poor wretches. They, have not reca'ld the Dragoons 
aad other Soldiers which they dilpateht into the Proxigces before the Edift; On the 
.contrary, they tg thisday: commit with greater; Fary the; ſame. Inbamanities, which we 
hare before repreſented: beſides \ this, they, haye marchedithem into,-Provinces,. where 
there were none before, as Normandy, Picardy, le Berry, C igne, Naueravis, 10rieans, 
Bel:ſſ:is, and the Ile of France. They do the fame Violence there; exert the: fame F 
they do in other Provinces, Paris it ſelf, where -methinks this Article of the Edi 
Should have bcen beft obſerved, becauſe, ſo near the Kings preſence, and more immedi- 
ately under the Government.of the Court, Parir, I (oy; was no: more ſpared than -the 
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reft of the Kingdom. The very day that the Edift was published, without more delay, 
the Procurer General, an1 ſome other Magiſtrates, began to lend for Hz2ds of Fam:-- 
lies tocome to the Houſes. There they declared to them, that 'twas abſolutely the 
Kings Will that they should change thotr Religion, that they were no better than the 
reſt of his SubjxeRs, and that if they would not doit willingly, the King would make 
uſe of meanes, which he had ready, to compel them. At the ſame time they banish'd 
by Letters under the Privy Seal, all the Elders of the Confiftory, together with ſome 
others, in whom they found more of Conftancy and Reſolution; and, to diſperſe them, 
choſe ſuch places as were moſt remote from Commerce, vyhere they have fince uſed 
+ vvith a great deal of Cruelty, ſome complyed, ' others are yet under 
Sufterings. 

The Tligence of the Procurer-General and Magiſtrates, not ſucceeding fo fully as 
they wiſh'd, though Threats and Menaces were not wanting, Monfieur Seign:lay, Secre- 
tary of State, would alſo try yyhat influence he could have vvithin his Diviſion at Pz- 
ris. For this end, he got together about five or fix ſcore Merchants, and others into 
his Houſe, and after having $hut the doors, forthvvith preſented them vvith the form 
of an Abjuration, and commanded them in the Kings name toSign it;declaring, that 
they Should not ſtir out of the Doors till they had obeyet: The Contents of this Form 
vyere, not only that they did renounce the Herefie of Calvin, and enter 'into the Ca- 
tholick Church, but alſo that they did this voluntarily, and yvithout being forced or 
compelled to it. This vyas done in an Imperious manner, and vvith an Air of Authori- 
ty, yet there vvere ſome thatdared to ſpeak, but they vyere =y anſyyer'd, That 
they vyerc not to difpute it, but to' obey, ſo that they aſt Signed before they yyent 


out. 

To theſe methods they added others more terrible, as Priſons, aftual ſeizing of their 
Effe&ts, and Papers; the taking avvay of their Children, the ſeparation of Huſtands and 
Wires; and in fine, the great Method, that is to ſay, Dragoons and Guards, Thoſe that 
moſt firmly ſtood out, they ſent to the” Bz/tite, and to the Fore Þ Eveque; they confin'd 
them to their ovyn or others Houſes, yyhere they lay concealed for fear of Diſcovery; 
they plundered thoſe of many others, not ſparing their perſons, juſt as they had done 
in other, places. . 

Thus the.12:b Article of the Edi, vrhich promiſed ſome relaxation, and a sShadovy 
of Liberty, Fas nothing but an egregious deceir to amuſe the credulous, and keep them 
from thinkin? to make their eſcape, a ſnare to catch them vvith the more eaſe. The 
Eury ſtill kept its uſual courfe,and yas heated tb ſucha degree, that not content yvith 
the Deſolations in the Kingdom, jt entred even into 0r:ng*, a Soveraign- Principality, 
ryhere the King of Right has no poyver, and taking Minifters avray How thence by 
force remoy'd them into Priſons. Thither the Dragoons vyvere ſent, vrho committed all 
kind of miſchief; and by force conftrained the Inhahitanrs thereof, hoth Men, Women 
and Children, and the very Othcers of the Prince to change their Religion. And this 
is the ſtate of things in the year 1685, and this is the accompliſhment of the dealing 
vyhich the Clergy has shevred vs three years fince, torrards the end of their Paſtoral 
Letters, Tou muſt exp2# na: more dreaifutard innlerable, theg all thoſe, which bicker 
ro your Revoles and Schiſms bave dramn down pon you. And troly they have not been 
vyoiſe than their vvords. There are ſome in the Kingdom vvho ſtill continue firm ad 
their Perſecutidns are ſtill continred to them. Therearc invented” every day nevy tor- 
meats, againft thoſe yytom force has made to change their Religio?, becauie they are 
til obſerved to figh and groan under their hard (ervitude; their hearts detefting vyrhat 
their mouths:have profeſt, and their Hands fizned. A510 fich that have eſcaped info 
Foreign Countries, vhoart at leaft recoo0 perſons; their Ef aces arc Confeate |; this 
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being all the Hart yvhich can be done to. them at preſent. 1 fay at, preſent; for *cis not 
to be queſtioned, but.our Perſecntors are contriving to extend their Cruetties farther. 
Rat v ce muſt hope in the compaſſioas of God, that vyhatſoever intentions they may 
have in deſtroying the Pcoteſtant Religion inal] places, he vvill not permit” them to 
cffett their deigns. The World vvillturely apen its Eyes, and this vvhich they novy 
come from doing vvith a High hand, and a, vvorſe then bacbarous Fury, vvill shevy got 
oaly the Proteſtants, bur the vile and circumipeR Catholicks, vvhat they :are to cx- 
pett, both one and the.other, from ſuch a ſort of People. 

In Effet, bc that shall give himſelf the leiſure to refleR on the matters of E& vvhich 
vve come novv from relatirig,vvhich are things certain,and afted in the face of the Sun, 
heshall ſce not oaly the Proteftants ſuppreilett but the-.Kings Honour ſullied, his Coun- 
trys daminified ; all the Princes of Europe interefſed, and.even the Pope himlelf,vyith his 
C:urch and Clergy, .Shametully diſcredited | 

| Far to. begin. yvith the King Himſelf: What could be more contrary, to his Dignity 
thea to put-him upon breaking his, vvard, and perſvvading him that he might vrith a 
ſate Conſcience yioſate, revoke and annul ſo ſolemn an Editt as that, of Vamces. 

To pallate in ſame ſort the Violence of this proceeding, they make him ſay in this 
nevy Editt, That the beſt and greateſt part of the Reformed Religion has imbraced the C..- 
rhalick, aud therefore the execucion.of 1be Edit of Nantes, and what{o;ver elſ: bas bin done 
ray es : the (ume, Religion, remains -0i. Bux is-not this an Elufion yavyorthy of his 
Majeſty, jpg that if thus beſt and greateſt part af his Subje&s of the Reformed Reti- 
gion have.embraced the Catholick; they have done it by force of Arms, and by the 
cruel and furious Oppreſſion vyhich his ovyn Troops have laid upon them. ' 

Perhaps one miight thus ſpeak, Had his Subxtts changed their Religion of their ovvn 
free vvill, although that in this caſe too, the Priviledges of the Edi continue. for thoſe 
that remain. But after having forced them to change by the Horritye inhymanities of 
his D:agooas; after having deprived them of the Liberty vykich the Egi- gave them 


tolay coldly, that he only reyakes the Edit, becule it is novy uſele(s, is a Raillery un- 


befitting ſo great a Prince, For it is as much as if he ſaid, that he vvas 'indeed obliged 
ro continue to his Proteſtant SubjeRs all the priviledges due to them; but having 
hunſalf ovxerthrovva them by a Major Force, he-finds himſelf at preſent layvfully and 
fairly diſeagaged from this Obligation; Which is juft as if a Father, vvho himſelf had 
cut his Childzeas Throats, should glory in the inp, Rrpweart ery freed from the 
care of nouithing aud. protecting them; Are other Kings vyoat thus to expreſs them- 
ielvesin theig Editts. | 

What they.make hjn moreorer ſay, to,vvit, That Henry the Gregt, bis Grandfather, 
£4ve czly 8b: Edift of Nantes 10 rhe Proteſtants, that be might the better effe# cir re- 
+14i0a r0 the Roan Church, That Lewis the 13tb alſo, his Father, had the ſame deſign, 
vxhen he gave the Edit of Niſmes ; and that he himſelf had entred. therein. at his 
coming to the Crovvn, is but a pitiful Salvo, But ſuppoſe ( ſeeing they are vyilling 
vv2 Should do ſo ) the truth of this diſcourſe; and take vve it fimply, and according to 
the L=tter, in the ſenſe vyherein they give it us, vyhat can yve conclude thence, but 
theſe tollorving propolitions: That Henry the Great, and Lewis the 13th, gave only 
the Edicts to our Fathers to deceive them, and vvith an intent to ruine them after- 
vvards vvith the greater eaſe, under the maſk of this Fraud. That not being able to 
do this. being hindred by other affairs, they have committed this important ſecret to 
kis preſent Majefty, to the end he shouldexecute it vyken he met vyith an opportunity. 
That his Pceſent Majeſty entring into the thought of this at his firſt coming to the 
Crovyn, he only confirm'd the Efitts and Declarations of 1643. and 1652. vvith 
other advaniagious D-crezs to the Reformed Religion, but to impoſe on them the more 
fine! 
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fnely, ( lay fares in their vvay ). or if you bh Crown them, 25 they Crovyn'd of 
old the Sacrifices, That all that has beendone againft them, fince the Peace of the 
Pirenees, till this time, according to the abridgment vynich yve have made of it, has 
bin only the execution of a projet, but of a projett- far more ancient then vve imagine; 
ſecing vre muſt date it from the Editt of Naxres, and aſcerd up to Eenry the, Great, 
In fine, That vvhat has, bia till noyv, has bia a gaeat myſtery, tut is not oge art preſent 
ſeeing the King by: this nevyv Edift diſcovers it to all the vyorid, that he may be 
applauded for it. : 

Will it not be acknowledged that the Enemies of France, who are willing to diſcredit 
the Condutt of its Kings, and rendred them odious to the Workd, have no an: happy 
opportunity. Henry the Great gives the Edi&t to the Proteſtants with the. greateſt S0- 
lemnity imaginable, he gives it them as a Recompence of their Services "Je promes 
ſolemnly to obſerve it ;, and. as if this was not egough, he binds himſelf therevnto .with 
an Oath; heexecutes it, to the utmoſt of his Power, and they peaceably ;enjoy'd it ta 
the end of his Reign : yet all this is but a meer Snare, for they are to be Dragoon'd at. 
a pcoper time : But being himſelf ſurpriſed by Death, he could not do it, but leaves it 
in charge to Lewis the 13th. his Son. Lewis the Thirteenth aſcends the Throne, ifſues 
out his Declaration immediately, that he acknowledges the Editt of Nantes as perpetu- 
al-and irrevocable, it- needing, not a new Confirmation,and that he would Religionſly 
obſerve every Article of it, and therefore ſends Commiſſioners to ſee it aftually execi., 
ted. When: he begins a War, ke protefts he deſigns not at Religion, and in effe{t be 
permits the full Liberty of it, in thoſe yery Towns he takes by Aﬀault : He gives his Ex 
di&t of Niſmes,as the Edidt of a Triumphant Prince, yet declares therein he underſtands, 
that of Names ſhould be inviolably kept, and ſhows himſelf to the laſt as good as his 
Word. But this is,only intended to lull the Proteftants aſleep, in expettation of a fa, 
yourable occaſion to deſtroy them. Lewis the Fourteenth at his coming. to the Crown 
confirms therEdit}, and declares, That he will maintain the Reformed in all their Privi- 
ledges ; he afterwards affirms in another Declaration,how highly he is atisfied in their 
Services, and mentzons his deftign of making them toenjoy their ri But this is 
but meer amulemgot,and an. artifice to intrap them, the better to colourover the pro- 
j& of ruinjng them-at a canvenient time. What a Charater now of the King, of France 
will this wh itsBncmies, an1 foreigyNations ; and what confidence do vey 
wall, be henceformard-put. ini their Promiſes and Treaties ; for if they deal thus with 
their own. Subjeds, ik they carels-them only to ria them, what may 5 xpe& 
from'em. Canfider,wea while what they make the King lay, That at his firſt coming 
to the Crown, he was in the deign which he now comes from — They would 
ay without doubt, from the time he aQually took in hand the Reins ot Government ; 
for he was-too young befere, to enter perſonally on any deſign of this nature; he en- 
ter'd thereon then preciſely at tbe time, when the Civil Wars. were ended. But what 
doesthis mean, but that he undertook this defign,at the very time when the Proteftants 
came Fam fearing þiny/the moſt important Service Subje&s were ever capable of. They 
came from rendring him the higheft Teſtimonies of Loyalty, whea the ron part of 
his other Subjefts had taken up Anns againft him. They had vigoroully oppoſed his 
Enemies progreſs ;, rejefted the moſt advantagious offers, kept Towns for him, yea 
whole Provinces ; receiy'd his Servants and intotheir Boſoms, when they could 
not find ſafety elſewhere 5; ſacrificed their Eftates to him, their. Lives, their Fortunes ; 
and in a word, done all with ſuch a Zeal, as becomes faithful Sabjedts in ſo dangerous a 
conjunfture. And this is the fime when the King enters on the defign of-deftraving 
and'extirpating them. This ſo confirms the Truth of what we fail in the beginning, 
that it puts it out of all queſtion, that the Projett of their Deſtruftion was grounded on 
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the Services they had rendred the King. Do Chriſtian Erbics allowed theſe moſt un- 
chriſtian Policies ? Is it not a ſtrange thing, that we muſt be taught this important Se- 
cret, and all Europe beſides ; for although the Proteſtants haye done nothing in this 
occafion but their Duty, it could never be imagined their Duty ſhould be made their 
Crime, and their Ruine Should ſpring from whence should come their Safety. God has 
brought Light out of Darkneſs, but the unchriſtian Politicks of France, on the contrary, 
has brought Darkneſs out of Light. However they cannot deny but that in this new 
Edit, the King is made to ſay, He has entred on the deſign to teftro the Proteſtant Party, 
in the very time wherein they bave ſignaliz'd and diſtinguijht themſelves with preat ſucceſs 
for the intereſt of the Crown, which will furnish perhaps matter enough to thinking Mea 
for Refletion, as well within as without the Kingdom ;, and will shew them the uſe is 
made of Services, and what Recompence is to be expetted for them. 

But we $hall ſay no more of the Expreſſions of the new Edift, but rather conſider the 
matter.of it. Was ever a worſe and harder uſage than that which we have ſuffered for 
the ſpace of Twenty Years, which have been employed in forming the late Tempeſt 
which has fallen upon us. It has been a continual Storm of Decrees Edits, Declarations, 
Orders, Condemnation, of Churches, Deſolation of Temples, Civil and Criminal Prc- 
cefles, Impriſonments, Banishments, Pennances, Pecuniary Mults, Privation of Offices 
and Employs depriving Parents of their Children,and all thoſe other Perſecutions which 
we have already briefly ſum'd up. We were told on ore hand; that the King would 
continue to us the Edit of Nants, and he delivered himſelf on ſeveral occafions to that 
Effet ; and on the other hand we were made to ſuffer in our Eftates, our Repurations, 
Perſons, our Families, in our Religion, and our Conſciences, and all by unjuſt and in- 
dire ways; by unheard of Inventions, by Oppreſſions, and publick Vexation, and 
ſometime under-hand Dealings ; and all this under the Vail of the Kings Authority, 
and becauſe this was his good pleaſure, We know very well the Authority of Kings 
and the Reſfc& and Submiſkon with which we should receive their Orders. And there- 
fore have we, during all theſe unſupportable Uſages,a Patience and an Obetlience ſo' re- 
markable, that it has been an Admiration of the Catholicks themſelves, our Country 
men. But irmuſt be acknowledged that thoſe who put hisMajefty on dealing thus with 
us, or have uſed his Name and Authority for this, conld not do him? vtherwiſe a greater 
dishononr than they have done. For after all, thoſe Kings who would have themſelyes 
eſteemed for their Juſtice and Equity, govern not their Subjets after this manner. They 
3r& not for puting all toan vncertainty, filling all places with Lamentation and T A 
They Teck not their fatisfattion in the Tears,and Groans of their Innocent People; nor 
are they pleaſed with teeping their Subxtts in a perpetual Agitation. They love not 
to have their Names mention'd with terror, nor mediate continual deſigns of extirpat- 
ins thoſe, who give conftant and unqueſtionable Proofs of their Loyalty 5 much leſs to 
invent cruel projets, which like Mines, in their time $hall deftroy their own Natural 
per an > for what elſe haye-becn (lie and equivocal Declarations, Counter-Orders, and 
revecative Editts. - 

"There are Three things, very remarkable, in this whole Aﬀair, the Firſt is, that as 
long as they have been only in theway, the true Authors of the Perſecution have 'not 
chncealed themſetres, but the King,, as much as they could; "Tis true, the Decrees, E- 
its; and Declarations, and other things, went under the name of his Majfty ; but at 
the rediieſt of the:Agents, and Battors tor tie Clicrgy : And whilftthey yvere buſied in 
tieſe matters; the King declared openly his Intention of maintaining the EdiQts,and that 
*-+12 ahvſes TVhich he defign'd to'corrett. Phe Second is, that when they came to the 
hk Extremitics,” and to-open force, then they. have concealed themſaves as much as 
they could, fer forth the King at his full Length. There vvas notHag Lard but theſe 
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kind of Diſcourſes, The Xing will have it ſo, the King hes taken it in bind, the King pre- 
ceeds further than the Clerg y defires , by theſe tvyo means they have had the Aidrefs to 
be only charg'd vvith the lefler parts of the cruelties, and to lay the moſt violent, and 
odious part at the Kings door. The third thing vyhich vve should remark is, that the 
better do obtain their Ends, they have made it their buſineſs to perſvvade the King, 
that this Work vyould Crovvn him vvith Glory, vyhich is a horrid abuſe of his crudehi- 
ty, an abuſe ſo much the greater, by hovy much they vyould not have th:mſelves 
thought the Authors of this Council; a 1d vyhen any particular Perſon of them are ask'd 
this day, what they think of i», there are tevy of them but condemn it. 

Inefftett, vrhat more falſe an Idea could they give to his Majeſty of Glory, than to 

makeIt confift in ſurpriting a poor People, diſperſed over all his Kingdom, and living 
ſecurely under his Wings, and the remains of the Edilt of Vans; and vyho cond not 
magin there vyere any Llatentions of dipriving them of theLiberty of their Conſciences, 
of ſurprizing and overyvhelming them in an Inftant,vvith a numerons Army,to vyhoſe 
diſcretion, they are delivered; and ryho tell them that they muſt, either by fair means 
or foul, become Komzn Cat"olicks, this being the Kings vvill and pleaſure. What a 
falſer Notion of Glory could they offer him, than the putting him in the place of God, 
making the Faith and Religion of Men to depend upon his Authority, and that hence 
forvvard it muſt be ſaid in this Kingdom, 1 don't Zelieve, b-cauſe I am perf rded «f iron 
I believe, becauſe the K ing would have me do it 5, vyhich to ſpeak properlygi-ithat T bolieve 
nothing, and that T'le be a Turk, or a Few, or vyhatever the King pleaſes. What fal- 
fer Idea of Glory, then to force from Mens Mouths by violence, 1:4 a long Series of tor- 
ments ; a Profeſkon, vyhich the Heart abbory, and fr vvhic one ſighs night and day 
crymg continually to God tor Mercy. What Glory is there in inventing nevy vvays of 
Perſecutions; unknoyyn to former Ages; vvyhich indeed do nor bring death along vvith 
them, but keep Men alive to ſufter, that they may overcome their Patience and conftan- 
cy by Cruelties, vyvhich are above Human Stength to uindergo ? What Glory is there ma 
not contenting themſelves to force thoſe vyvho remain in his Kingdom, but to forbid 
them to leave it, and keep them under a double'Servitude, «iz. both of Soul and Body ? 
What Glory is there in keeping his Priſons full of innocent Perſons, vyho are charged 
vvith no other fault, than ſerving; God according to the beft of their knovvledge, and 
for this to be expes'd to the Rage of the. Dragoans, or condemned to the Gallies, and 
executions of Body and Goods? Will theſe Cruelties render his Majefties Name lovely 
in his Hiſtory, to the Catholick or Proteftant World ? 

But vve Should be very loath to exaggerate any thing, vvhich may violate the Re- 
fpett due to fo ta Prince; but vvye ” yot think it a failure in our Duty, fairely to 
repreſent hove fir theſe refined Policitians have really interfs'd his Honour, in the fad 
Misfertunes vyherein they have plunged us, and bovy Criminal they have thereby made 
themſetves tovyards him. They have committeg-no leſs Miſdemeanours againft their 
Country, of vyhich they are Members, and for vyhich'a Mar vrould think they should 
have ſome conſideration. Not to ſpeak here of the great number of Perſons of all Ages, 
Sexes 8&-Qualities, vvhich they have cut off from it by their fierce Tempers z, although 
perhaps this Loſs be greater, than they vyere yvilling to imagine: 'Tts- certain, - that 


France isa very Pi Country, but vyken theſe Feavourigh Fits halt be over, and 
they hall in cold vv t they have done, they vill find theſe!/Diminuris 


ons tobe no matter of Triumph ; not poffible, that ſb many Subſtantiat People, 
ſo many intire Families, vyho aftioguizh themſelves in the ey bn the Sciences, Ci- 
vil and Military, can leave a Kingdom yvithout one day being mifſed ! -at' preſent, 
yyhilft they rejoyce in their Spoils, poflefs themſelves of their Houſes and Bftates, this 
lots is-not felt; 'tis recompenied by. Booty, but it yyilt not be alyyays ſg ; Neither $hall 
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vye 11fift here on that a!moſt general Interruption of Traffick, vvhich thefe molt. ar- 
c/1./ii4i Zerſccurors have cauſed inthe Principal Tovvns of the State; although this 
be co ſmall miſchicf ; The Proteſtants made up a good part of the Trade, as yvell vyich- 
in the Kingdom as vvithout, and vvere therein ſo mixt vvith the Catholicks, that. their 
Aﬀairs vyere in a manner inſeperable. They d-alt as it vyere in- Common, vyhen 
theſe Oppreſſions care .pon them ;, and" yrhat -Confutions have they not produced ? 
Hoyvy T:auy induſtrious meaſures have they broken ? Hovy many honeſt deſigns have 
they not diſappointed ? Hoyy manyManufattures ruined ? Hovv many Bankrups made ? 
and hovy many Families reduced to Beggary ? But this is vyhat the Opprettors little 
troubled themkclyesabout ; they bave their Bread gained to their Mouths, they Jiye in 
Vrautpneſs and caſe; and vYrhilſt others dye vyith Hunger, their Revenues are aſcertain- 
ed. tothem., But this hinders not the Body of the Eftate to ſuffer, both ja,its Honour 
and Profits; and xre may truly ſay, that Four Civil Wars could not. have produced fo 
much Milchief, as time vvill shevy toſpring from this Perſecution, 

But vve vvill leave the confequence of this affair to time, and only ſay, That the 
EdiQt of Mazte:, being a fundamental Lavv of the Kingdom ; and an agreement be- 
tyveen tyvo parties, by a reciptocal acceptation under the peaceable Reign af #/erry 
the G;eat; by the publick Faith, and by niutuval Oaths, as vye have already ſeen; this | 

f iÞ example to the intereſt of the State : That after having made a 


through and - thropgh, bythe ſame blovy- given” the Proteſtants.', and that. ſuch 
an. open revocation, af the. Edit, teayes nothing 'firn br- ſacred, zIt's t0 no- purpoſe 
to alledge diſtinftions in the matter,” and fay that/ the -pretended: reform'd. Religi- 
On, vVvas; edious to. the State, and therefore -yyas thus unde2taken; For not to 
mention the dangerouſnels, of the example 5 as / to the general ayerſion_ to 'our 
Religion in the; minds -of the Catholicks, it is certain, that excepting' the, Faftion 
of: the., Bigots, ang, vvbat they call the: propagators of the Faith' ,, neither- the 
Catanjans, nor great, People, have aty atrimoſity 4gainſt 'vs ' 5 but! on the contue- 
ry, 0 Þemoaa '0ur misfartupes. * Not to tonch "further onthis, rrha knovys-ngt 
vyhat (pt cafig matter it is to ron Yorrn any etuſe, br render it (odious/ or if» 
different in the. minds of the People: © There are never vyanting 'reaſons-and pre- 
xerices, -in; matters of. this .nafure, z,, one party is T& vp againſt another. 5 and that 
is-calied the; State, right or vxrgng, vviich 1s the prevailing. one : Jiike 'ascin Rey 
ligion,: XOt; phe bef} 129d bogelte! AS poefulkſt 414 holdeft part; ere termed : 
the Clinch gmt. nat judge, things then from their'triatrery ſhut- thoir 


fopmn-,;Mot voit; <yer- het Y 3 hack © os | ſro0d; a: miatver : authentic, : and 
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ly, that thpre- 2-0. longer. any Licqo7 p omMys #1-ahici World dnl y 3liiehis'ne 
more then the Wit vv:ll cahly compretiend,' and 1 coubt 'not- bat” they! have. dane 
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Some perhaps may make an objeion on this occabon, vvliich *vviti be goo?! 
*toanſvrver 5 vvhich 1s, that as the Edi, confider it hovy he vill, is becomg on- 
ly a Lavy of State by Henry the Great's Authority, ſo it may likevviſe be revok'd 
and annuFd by Zewis the 14'h. his Grandſon and ſucceſſor. For things may be 
ended by the ſame means they have bin begun. If AHerry the Great, has hat the 
povyer to change the form of governing the State, by introducing a nevy Lavr; 
yvhy has not Zewis the 14h. the ſame povver to alter this form, and annul vyhat- 
ſoever his predeceſſor has done; But this Objettion vvill ſoon be an{yver'd, by confider- 
ng it's built upon a falſe principle, and offers a falſer conſequence. It is not the finglc 
Authority of Zevry the Great vyhich has eftabliſh'd the Wy The Edift is a decree 
of his Juſtice, and an accord or tranſattion that paſt betrveen the Catholicks and the 
Reformifts, Authoriz'd by the publick Faith of the vvhole Eftate, and ſeaV'd vvich 
the ſeal of an Oath, and ratified by the execution of it, nory this renders the Edit 
inviolable, and ſets it above the reach of Herri:'s Succeſfors, and therefore they can 
be only the Depoſitaries and Ex&cutors of it, and not the Mafters- to make it deperd 
on their vvills. Zenyy the Great neyer employed the force of Arms to make the Ca- 
tholicks conſent to it ;, and thotgh fihce his death, under the niinority of Lewis the 13th. 
there have bin Aſſemblies of the States General, the Edit has remain'd in full force ; 
*ryvas then, as vve have already faid, y fundamental Livy of the Kingdom, vrhich thc 
King could not touch. Bnt fuppofing this vvere not a vyork grounded on the bare 
Authority of Zenry, vvhich is falſe, it does not therefore follory that his preſent Ma- 
&fty can revoke it. The Edit is a Royal Promiſe, vrhich Henry the Great made to the 
Reformiſts of his Kingdom, as vvell for himſelf as his Succeſſors for ever; as vve have 
already ſeen: and conſequently this is a condition or Hereditary Debt, charged on 
himſelf and Poſterity. Moreover, it is nor true, that Zenry the Great, has changed any 
thing in the Government of the State, vvhen he gave Liberty of Conſcience to his 
Subjedts; for this Liberty is matter of right, and©more inviolable than all Edifts , ſee- 
ing, that it is@ right of Nature. He has permitted a publick exerciſe of the Retor- 

med Religion; bur this exerciſe vyas eftabliſhed in the Kingdom before his Edit, and 
if he has enlarged the priviledges of the Reformed, as vvithout doubt he has, he did 
not do it yyithout the Conſent and Approbation of the State; and has herein violated 
nothing of His Lavvful engagements. But 'tis not the ſame vvith Zewis the 14h vyho 
of his ovyn pure Authority, makes a real and fundamental Change, againft the con- 
currence of one” part of his Efate, and vvithout the coſulting the other; hereby vio- 
lating his ovyn Engagements, thoſe of his Kingdom, and even the Lavvs of Nature 
too. In fine, if vve confider yyvbat meanes have been uſed to arrive at the Revocation 
in queſtion, hovv ſhall a man not acknovviedge the State is ſenſibly interefted there- 
in. They are not contented to ſuppreſs the Religions Aﬀemblies, and to null the Pro- 
teſtants priviledges by uajuſt Decrers, but they #ſo ſend them Soldiers ro diſpute 
Points of Religion with rhem, They are Sack't like People taken by Aſſault, forced 
in their Conſciences,; and for this purpoſe, Hell it ſelf is let looſe upon them; and 
this is theeffefts of 2 Military aid Arbi!r try Gotrement, regulated neither by Full ice , 
Reaſon, nor Humanity, Can it be thought that Frauce, vvill be at eaſe in this manner 
or that vriſe people vyill think this an equitable vyay of Governing ? There needs 
only another detign, another paſſion to fatishe, another vengeance to execute; and 
then, yvo be tothem vyho ſhall oppaſe it, for the Dragoons vvill not forget their 
ce. 

To theſe tvvo RefleRions, rrhich refpeft the French King -and his States, vve may 
add a third, vvhich vvill have regartt to the Intereſts of Kings, Princes, and other 
povvers of Europe, as vvell of one as of the other Religins, We ſhall not be much 

miſtaken 
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nuftaken if vve ay, rat they have a common and general coricern herein, in aſmuch as 
the ikKilfal Artifts in miſery , doas much as they can, to trouble che goo\l underita- 's 
ing that is betyvixt them aad theic People. We are periſuvadeil, thac their vyiſe and 
jatt Gavernmen: vvill, in this reipett, put them beyoad at!l fear: but this Hinders not 
ecamples of this aature, from being alvvays mi(Chievous, and :acurally reading to 
h2get in the minds of the Valgar, vyvho commoaly judge oaly of things in geaeral ) 
{ipitions aud diftruſts of their Soveraigns, as if they dream'd of nothizg bat deyoar- 
ing their Sudjetts, and delivering them up to the D.icretion, or rather, the  Fary of 
their Soldiers, The greater mulecatioa and Juſtice that Princes have, the leſs tary 
are obliged to thoſe vvho furnich People yvith matter for ſuch dangerous thoughts , 
ryhich may produce very iil Effctts. 

Bede, is if not certain that the Princes and States of Eurpe, cannot vvithout a 
7:cat deal of pleaſure ſee tr4:ce, vyhich makes © great a Figure in the affairs of the 
Wo. 1d, ang gives them fo povverful an influence, aovv put her ſelf ia (uch a conditi- 
on, as that do juſt M-aluces caa be taken from Her? For after ſo ſcandalous and pub- 
lick a violation of the vvoid of th.ce Kings, and of the publick Faith, vyhat Credit 
can be given for the future, to Hec Promiltes or Treaties? It vvill noc be ſufficient to 
fay, that they vvill have no force but vyhat Intereft iaſpires, but that they vvill 
hereafter depend oa the Intereſt or Capricioulneſs.. of a ſort of Healy People, 
that vvill give nothing either to the Lavvs of Prudence or. Equity, but mannage all 
by force. It they have had the povyvec to do yvithin the Kingdom vvhat they have 
lately put in execution, vyhat vvill they not do as to Aﬀairs vvithout? If they have 
Rot ſpared their ovvn Country-men, vvith vvhom they had daily Commerce, vybo 
vvere ſerviceable to them, vvill they ſpare the unknoyva? Will they have more re- 
{pet to Truces or Conventions of four days Tranſattion, thaa to an Elit of an Hun- 
{red years continuance, and that the moſt Auguſt and Solemn that evyec vyas; vyhich 
yet they made no other uſe of then toamuſea People,and to involve them mare ſurely 
in an utter Deſolation? Methinks they have reſolved to bring things to this paſs, 
Chat there being no more Faith to be had in France, all her Neighbours thould 'be 
continually upon their G:ard againft her, and the more ſo whea the promiſes, then 
whea ih: threatens; more in Peace then i1 War ; ſo that there is no more hopes of be- 
ing at quiet, but what che Surety of Hoftages, or the Diminution of her Forces 
Lan RIYC. 

This being ſv in reÞe& of all Princes and States in General, what may the Proteſtant 
Princes and $:472s in particular think, but that it is the deſign of Franc: to ruin them 
all, and to make ro top till the has devoured them. Every body knows, that the Pro- 
teſtant Princes underſtand their Interefts well enough, to be able ro diſcern them 
through the Clouds, wherewith they would cover them; and 'tis not doubted but 
ti:cy ice, that this is a beginning or Efſay, which France expetts ſhortly to give the 
iaft ſtroak to. The Court there has ſuffer'd it ſelf to be polleſs'd with groſs Bigotry, 
and a falſe Zeal of Catholiciſm, "Tis the Genius 4-14-mod:;, each there is become a 
Perſecutor, even to Fire and Sword; and there are ſome perſwaded, that this ſhall 
weig,n down the Ballance. Vain Glory is no ſmall Lagredient in this deſign, Policy has 
hcr Proipetts, and Mifteries in it too, andas theſe Proſpets have no Bounds, fo her 
MiRteryes want not inviſible Springs, aad Surprifing ways, which ſhe will joyn when 
ſhe pleaſes to the Power of Arms. She thinks the Seaſon is ripe, and she needs only 
to dare. The eaſineſs ſhe has found in making Conquefts and Converitions (wells her 
Courage, and already ſome talk of nothing but'a further progreſs in ſo fair a way, 
'Tis to be hoped that proteſtant Princes and States will from thence draw their jui 
Tonclutions, 
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As to Catholick Princes and States, they have too {agacious Jn4zments, net to fe* 
how much they ſhare in this aftair. it will be made uie of to break the £004 nnder- 
ſtanding which is betwixt them and the Protefitants, by amuling thoſe vvith the fair 
Pretext of the Catholick Religion, and cunningly inſpiring thele with Jetouhies of a 
general deſign to deſtroy them. If the Catholick Prirces and States remove rot thele 
ſuſpitions, it they ſuffer Fra: Rtill to azgrandizeher ſelf by her pretended Zeal tor 
Catholiciſm, which at the bottom is but a Mask, they may already be affared, that they 
are loft, It will 6t1gnific little to ſay, we are good Caibolicks a5 well as yo this will 
not ſecure them from Dragoons, all that will not take the Yoake ſhall be Hereticks ; 
nay, worſe than an Heritick; for now the greateſt Herifie is not to ſubmit: Spain , 
Germany ard 1:a4y already know this in ſome meaſure, 

But will it not be thought a Paradox, if, to all that we have ſaid, we add, That the 
Pope, himſcif, and the whole body of the XK»mar Church, find themfelves ſenbbly is+ 
tereſs'd in the Perſecution of us. And yet we will ſay nothing herein, but what is evi- 
dent Fruth, and which the wiſeſt of the Fomarn Catholicks nwuft agree to. For is it not 
the worft Charatter that can be given of the Roman Clergy, to repreſent them as an 
Order of Men, who not only endure any thing that is not Subjett to them ina Rell:- 

+0us, but alſo in Ciyil Society; as mea thatare not content to Anathematize all that 
Tilpleaſe them, but deſign nothing ſo much as to exterminate them, not oaly to' exe 
terminate them, but alſo to force their Conſciences, and inſpire their Opinions, and 
pr. pagate their way of Worſhip by the knocking Arguments of Swords and 
$:4.25, as an Order of Men, who neither Faith nor Juſtice, vw ho promiſe orly to de- 
ceive, who for a while curb their Fury only, that afterwards they may the more in- 
ſult, that in Peace as well as War, contrive only to overturn and deftroy, that make 
Allyances only to ſurprize, and finding themſelves more Powerful, deny thoſe they 
kave ſarprized the Liberty to eſcape. Theſe are the exatt Features ad Colours by 
which the Pomar Clergy may be catily known, it we judge of them by this day: The 
Ze yp'iins and Affirians once perſecuted the 1/ra tires, but forced them not to em- 

race the Worship of their Idols: they contented themſelvs with making them Slaves, 
without doing violeace to their Conſciences. The Hcathensand the #-m; perſecuted 
the Primitive Chriftians, forced their Conſciences indeed, but they h24 never gran- 
ted them an Ediet, nor by perſecuting them did violate the public Faith, nor hin- 
dred them to make their eſcape by Flight. The Arrians cruely perſecuted th Ortho- 
dox, but behdes that, they went not io far, as to make the common fort of People 
ſign formal Abjurations; there vas no Edit or Concordat between the two Commun- 
210nS. Innocent the 34, by his Croyſades, perſecuted the Waldenſes, and Albipenſes, but 
theſe People alſo had no Editt, Emmenuel, King of Forty :!, furionily perſecuted the 
Fews, but he gave them leave to. depart ont of his Kingdom, and they had ro B1:&. 
It was the ſame with thoſe Remains of the Moors, who had fettied themſelres 'in fame 
C :ntons of the Kingdom of Gr in.:44, they were defeated in a War, and commanded ro 
retire into the Country from whence their Anceſtors came. In the laſt Age the Duke 
of Alva exerciſed drearlful-Cruelties upon the Proteſtants of the Seventeen P-ovinces, 
but he did not hinder them from flying nor v:olated any Eii&t;, and at the wort, 
Dcath was their Releaſe. The Enquiſition iS to this day in $7.79 and Fraly, but they 
are Countries, in which no Religion, beſ:des the Komar, was ever permittect by Edits, 
and if the InquiGrors may be accuſed of Violence and Cruelty, yet they carnot be 
convicted of Pe; tdiouſrefs, 

Bur in this la? Perſecution of race, there are Five things that firike the Mind 
with Horror; th-y make the Conſciences and Religioa of Men to depend Soveraign!y 
upon the will of a King, the; violate a Faith ITE {worn to, they force men 
"\ 2 7 
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to be Hypocrites, and wicked, by ſeeming to embrace Religion which they abhor ; 
they prohibit all Flights or retiring out of the Kingdom; they do not put to Death 
but preſerve Life to oppreſs it with with longer Torments. If after this the Court of 
Rem? and its Clergy, diſperſed over the reft of Furcpe, diſclam” not 'ſo adious and fo 
criminal a Condutt; if they condemn itnot, it will be ah indelible Stain to the Henour 
ef their Religion. Not only Proteſtants, who are of a different Communion, biit 'alſo- 
an infinite number of their own Carholicts, will be mightily ſcandalized thereat: nay, 
even the Turk: and Fers and 7 2pans will riſe up in Judgment -againft them. They may 
already know tney have bin condemned of, in what paiſed inthe Council of Cn/rance, 
concerning Fokn f:u;5, and F:r:m of Prague, whom they put to Death, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſate Condutt of the Emperor $ig/, mand; but there is ſomerhing greater here :; 
There only Tvyvo Men yvere concerned, here more than 15000co. thole rhey put 
to Death, and if they had done the ſame to theſe, they vvould have emi®aced their 
Death vvith joy and Comfort. The Council thought its Ant ority greater than 
—_— but there cannot be produced one above that yvhich has eftablish't our 
Edit. 

We are not ignorant of the different Methods which the P-rſecntors take 'to ſhel-' 
tax" themictves from. publick Condemnation. Some take a' ſpeedy courſe fo deny” 
the - Fafty;, ta; perfvvade-- the World, That Force and Violewe baiie bad nn ſhare” 
int the Comverſicns,. bis that they were ſofr, and calm, and volineary % and thit if there 
mere any Dragoons ceacerned therein, *rwas becauſe the Reformed 1[omſel ves dofir rd thend, 
that they might bave a handſom pretence 10 chang? their Re''(gien. © Was thete ever ſcen 
ſo much Imipudence ? What will they not deny, vvhocan der.y- 1 viiat's den2 in the 
Face of the Sun, and that a vyhole Kingdom from one ed of it to the other 
hath ſeen, and to this day: ſees ? For the beginning of the Year 1656. vyhilft F 
am compoſing this ſad Rehearſal, they continue to exe. im Froaxce the fame 
Rage, that ended, the preceeding year, the fame Proprr 1 Both; in- Cities and Coun» 
tries execute the ſame Fury againft ſome lamentable Remains of Proteſta::ts, vyho 
vill not fall doyvn and rvrorſhip. 

They are uſcd like Rebels in their Perſons, in their Eftates, in their Wives, and 
ia their Children; and it there be any difference, *tis in this that rheir FFerings 
are ftill ircrcating, Yer if vve vvill believe the Clergy, hatarguing the Kirig and 
the Biſhop of 7alence their Speaker, he tells - his Majeſty hovy miraculous his Reign 
is, ſeeing fuch innaite numbers of Converfions aie made to the Kama: Chu: ch, 
/vithour/ violences and Arms :- mach leſs, faith he, /y the force of wur Fiitts,as by 
the example of your exemplary Piety. If vye believe the greateſt- part of the Av- 
-orations vyhich theſe poor Opprefſt People, are forc'd to make they ſpeak ii!tleed 
the ' ſame ſence, wit. That they bave don? this withour bring cm ram + news 
Thus is\the Credulity of the publick impos'd on : They have Seer; of Impofture 
!torrne at their Feet, vvhich are to grovy vvith the time. Poſterity- vvho!t2'! ſee 
theſe Records,. vvill believe they contain the truth ; Heie, ſay they, 13 vyhat has 
bin told "the King, vvho muſt not have falſboods offer'd him : Hete is the proper 
afts and deeds of thoſe that vvere converted. Why vvill rot then pofte: ity be- 
tieve it, ſceing that at preſent, there are indeed people impndent cnovugh, or to 
fpeak Ectter, paid vvell enovgh to publiſh it in ftrange Covntries ; and there are 
found credible perſons enoveh to believe it. But IT piay vvhat Lkelihood is there, 
that a 15£cco perſons alieady gone out of France, vvithout any thing conftraining, 
tkem to it, ſtould leave their Houſes, their Lands of Inheritance, their Efetis,and 
feverel their W:res end Children, for to vvander about the World, and lead a mi- 
ierable Life for Humour, 1s there any likelihood, that Perſons of Quality of = 
Sexes 
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Sexes, vyho enjoyed 10, 15, 20, 35, thouſand Livers ptr emmon, vvold abandon thee 
their Eſtates, not only for themſelyes, but for their Succeflors 5; expoſe themfelyes 
td the perils, and incommodioutnets of long, Journies, and rednce themſelves in 2 
manner tb” Begjay; hich is.4, condition; themoſt inſupportable in the World, 
to Perſons' of Quality 5; and all this vvithout. any reaſpn, vvithout any occaligon ? 
What likelihood that this 150 thouſand perſons vyho have alrealy eſcap'd, ſome of 
'em into Switzerland, others into. Germany,, ſome into. 1-1 b, others into r:olund, 
ſome into Sued-12nd, and others into E:glm', ard ſome into Americ:, vvirhout ſee- 
ing or knovving - one another, yet have: ag:eced- :0 tel! the fame lie, ard to fay vvith 
one- yoice, That the Proteſtants are cruelly perſecuted in 1race ;, and that by un- 
heard of Severities they are forc'd to change their Reiligon ;, altho there is no ſuch 
matter? It'is likely that the Embaſſadors aad Eryoys of Forreign Princes, ſhould 
lye all of them in conſort, in telling them this nevvs, vvyherein there is no truth ? 
But I pray, if-in France the Protefiants thus voluntarily, and vvithout conſtraint 
change their Religion, ard that the Dragoons are call'd in only as their good Friends, 
vrhence happens this fo ftritt & general Gr:ard on the F-quriezs, to hinde” Peoples 
departure? Hovy & it that the Priſons of the Kingdom are cram'd, vvith Figi- 
tives ftopt by the vvay. Whence-is it, that thoſe vyho have chang'd, are vra-ch' 
vvith fnch great care to hinder -their flight to the obliging them. to deport 
ſums of money to ſecure them from the ſuſpition of it ? This muſt bean Epidemi- 
cal DiFFemper that has ſeiz'd on his Majefties Subjetts, that ſhall make them fly thus 
vvithout reaſon ? Bit is not this a fine cover, to ſay that the Prot-Rants have them- 
ſerves cail's in the D-agoo®s, to have the berter pretence to change their Religion ? 
It is abo:t 10, or more'years ſince there yvas a Bank ſer upto traftick for Souls. 
Mr. Pe1:#-2 has for a long time hin the great dealer of Parir,.4n this infamous Trade 
of purchating Converts, Theſe Convertions have of late, bin the only vvay of gain- 
ing apylaiſe, and recompences at Corrt, and in a vvord, a means of railing ones 
Fortune ; and yet rve muſt be told, that inſtead of being Converted by thele ea- 
i!2 vravys, vve had rather chooſe the help of Dragoons, that is, , of being pillag'd. 
At icaft let any one tell us, vvhy fince'' theſe pretended yoluntary ConvyerÞ'0.is; the 
P-vple nor vvilliag to go to Maſs, they . have bin obliged to ſegd them Troops, and 
ute 5nem vvith rhe ſame ſeverity as before. 

'Th's ** & groft and palpable an untruth, that. others have undertaken to defend 
hc V'o'> ices, as being, naturaily of the genuine Spirit of the Catholick Church 5; and 
#9” thi. 11 *ofe, they have continually in their, mouths that paſſage of the Goſpel, 
cM"..,7 1», | -, compel them tocome in, and-the perſecution vyhich the Orthodox of 
Aj T offe "4 ;he Dnrnriffy, &c. | 

We-e *his a place to defpnte- againft theſe furions Divines, vve could cafily ſhoyy 
'emn the varity of *heſe allegations 5 but-vye (ball, rather ask *em, vyhether the 
Jevvs and Prgans had agreed - upon an Edifttvyith-the Apoſtles, vyben our Saviour 
lays to them, ' -np'l rhem to come in. Has St. Auguſtin ever vvritten, for he is cited 
in his macte;. That yve ought to be perfidious tovvards, thoſe yvhot. vve efteem 
as Hereticks, ryvhen vye promis'd to live vvith 'em like Brethren and felloyy Citi- 
Zens. The Doptatifts, had they any Bdias vvhich ould ſhelter 'em from the inſults 
of the O-thodox ? If rve yield to thisdeteftable Divinity, wyhat vvill become of al} 
us Chriſtians? For in'ſhort, the Pepiſi is armach 6 Heretick ro the Proteſtams, as the 
Proteſt airs to the Prpi't 7, yet they live together in.peace, on the Faith of Alliances, 
Treaties and Promiſes. But thele pnblick as much as in them lies, have brongke 
all things into confufion, and a State of war. They arm the Catholicks againft the 
Proteſtants, teaching the Catholicks Þy this example, that their Religion obliges him 
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to betray aad ſurpriſe the Proteſtants, yyhen they can do it rnpunith'd 5 and knock: 
out their Brains it they, yvill not change their Religion. They arm the Proteftant 
againſt the Catholick ; for after all, vrhat Peace and Society can vye- have vvith- 
People, vvho not only make no Conſtience te break their Faith 5 but'ou the con- 
trary, to make it a caſe of Conſcience to break it, vvhen they $hall find- occaſion. 
Thus have they by tkeir Dragoons dceſolated a Kingdom, and plunder'd above a 
Ico thouſand Families. Do vve think this method,” 1s pleaſing to him, vyhom vye 
beth ovvn to be the Author of our Faith; he has faid, Tier be wil! nt ſuffer Hell Gates 
to rutne Fis Church ;, but he has not ſaid, he vvill open Hell Gates for the propa- 
gating his Church, Novr if there vvere any thing that looks like the Gates of Hell, 
it is the perſecution of France. 

Whatloever Antipathy there may be betvycen the See of 'FRo-me and us, vre veill. 
not believe, that the preſent Pope has had any part, or that the Storm has faln on 
vs from him. We knovy he is a mild Prince, and his Temper leads to more mode- 
rate Councils than thoſe of his Predeceflors. Moreover vve knovv, the Clergy of 
Frazce Co not alvrays conſult him in vvhat they undertake ; and vve have had 
often offcr'd to us, vyhat has bin done againſt Rome, to induce us to ſubmit our ſelves 
to the King's vvill in theſe other matters ;, and hovy fma.l a difference is paid to 
itz Authority. So that xve hope the Pope himſelf, conſidering us ftill as Mer and 
Chriftians, vvill condole us, and blame the methods uſed againtt us, had he no other 
reaſon than the intereſt of Religion. Perbaps one day, it wil be cur tura 0 ime that® 
whick willle raken ag iinit bim. 

Hovvcver, *tis certain the Proreftants of France are the moſt fit objef of publick 
compaii.on, the World ever knevv. Some figh and lameat under a hard Slavery, 
vyhich they 'yvould vvillingly change for Irons. in Algiers or Turkie. For there they 
vrould not be forced to turn Mabomerans, and might ftill entertain ſome hopes of li- 
berty by the vvay of ranſom. Others are _——— about ſtrange Countries,ftript 
of their Eftartes, ſeparated in all probability, for ever trom their Parents, their Rela- 
tioas and Frieads, vvhom they have left in the moſt doleful condition imaginable. 
Husbands have Tefbrheir Wives, and Wives their Husbands , Fathers their Children, 
ard Children their Fathers. - We have ſeen-our Eitates vanish, in a moment, our 
honelt vyays of living, our hopes, our Inheritances. 

We have ſcarcely any thing left us but our miſerable Lives, and they are ſup- 
ported by the Charity of our Ciri/tiar Brethren. ; 

Yet amoagf ail theſe Atfliftions vve are not deſtitute of Comfort ;, vve, if ever 
any did, do trely ſuffer for Conſcience'fake the Malice of our Perſecutors not 
being able to charge us vvith the leaſt Miſdemeagoyr.,, We have ſerved our King 
and the State 'vvith Zealand Faithfulneſs. We'have: ſubmitted to the Lavvs and to 
Magiſtrates ;*and for our Fellovy-Citi they have no reaſoa to complain of us. 
W- have for Tvyenty years tegether-ſi vvith, an uacxemplary Patience all 
thoſe furious and dreadful Storms aforementioned. And vyhen in Yivaretz and Ce- 
-cxre;, {ome have thought themſelves bound in Conſcience to preach on the Ruines of 
their Temgles iltegally demolisht, their {mall number, yyhich yyere but a handful of 
Mcn, Women, and Children, tas only ſerectita ſtir up more the,.Refignation and 
Obcdic:ice of our vrhoie Body. Tnthefe aft 'Storms vwvo have beea like Sheep, in- 
nocent aud vvithout Defence, We" then«comfart our ſelves in the Juſtice o& our 
Cauſe, and our peaccable Deportment under it. 

But vve cotnfort our ſelves likevviſe in the Chritizn Compatſhon shevyed us by 
Forrein Princes, and more eſpecially of tus Majeſty of Eng/ard, vvho has received us in- 
©v bis Gonntrics, ſuccoureg aid 7elicyee vs, ard recommended ous diltecfied Conditi- 
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on to all his SubjeAts 5; and vve have found in them not only nevy Maſters, os the 
AﬀecRions of ouc nevy Friends, but of real Parents and Brethren. And as theſe 
Bovyvels of Commiſeration have been as Balm to our Wounds, fo vve $ha!l never 
loſe the Remembrance of it, and hope vve nor our Children $sha!l ever do aay thi:g, 
by Gods Grace, unvvorthy any of theſe their Protections. 
=. All our Aion then js, to ſee our R-1igion oppreſſed in the Kingdom of 
Franc? ;, ſo many Churches vvherein God vvas daily ſerved according to rhe firm- 
plicity of the Goſpel, demolished, ſo many Fiocks diſpers'd, ſo many poor Con- 
ſciences fighing and groaning under - their Bondage ſo many Childien, de- 
pcived of the lavvful Education of their Parent : Bur vve hope, that at length the 
ſame God vvho heard heretofore the Sighs of his People in the Servitude of A#- 
£p', vvill alſo hear at this time the Cries of his Faithful Servants. We call not 
for Fire from Heaven, we are for no Refiſt anc?, wve only pray that God vvoul: touch 
the Hearts of our Perſecuters, that they may repent, and be ſaved together vvith 
us. Weentreat ſuch a deliverance, as he in his Wiſdom ſhall think fitting. 

Hovvever *ryvill be no Offence to God nor Good Men toleave this Writing to 
the World, as a Proteftation made before him, and them againft theſe Violences ; 
more eſpecially againſt the Eid of 1685. containing the Revocation of that of Vents, 
it being in its oyvn nature inviolable, irrevocable and unalterable. We may, I fay, 
complain amongft other things againft the yvorſe than inhumane Cruelties exerciſed 


-0n dead Bodies, vyhen they aredrag'd along the Streets at the Horſe Tayls, aad 


dig'd out, and denyed Sepulchers, We cannot but complain of the Cruel Orders 
to part vvith our Children, and ſuffer them to be baptized, and brought up by our 
Enemies. But above all. againſt the impious and deteftable praQtiſe, novy in vogue 
of making Religion to depend on the Kings pleaſure, on the Will of a Mortal Prince, 
and of treating Perſeverance in the Faith with the odious name of Rebellion : This 
is to make a God of Man, and to run back into the Heatheniſh Pride and flattery a- 
mongf the Romans ;, or an authorifing of Atheiſm or grofs Idolatry. In fine, we 
commit ofr Complaints, and all our Interefts into the Hands of that Providence, 
vvhich brings Good out of Evil, and which is aboye the Underſtanding of Mor- 
tals, whoſe Houſes are in the Duft. 


